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Farolitos, or little fires nestled 
inside small paper bags, are 
a common sight at Christmas
time in the Southwest. Here, 
the little lanterns illuminate 
the interior of the Tumacacori 
Mission on Christmas Eve.
The mission, located near 
Tubac, Arizona, was opened 
in 1822.

duction
Christmas arrived early in the American 

Southwest. Long before there was a Ply
mouth, Massachusetts, or a Jamestown, Vir
ginia, hundreds of years before the first 
wagon trains rolled west, some present-day 
Christmas traditions were thriving in the 

wide-open spaces that today are known as the state; 
of Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, and Oklahoma.

Ancestors of the region's many Native American 
peoples had inhabited this land for thousands of 
years when Coronado and his army of conquistadors 
marched north from Mexico in 1540. In his wake 
came Spanish padres who set about building mission 
and converting the native people to Christianity. Be
fore long, a joyful mingling of Spanish and Indian 
customs defined Christmas in the Southwest.

Then came groups of settlers from back East and 
from Europe. They, too, brought Christmas tradition; 
to share and discovered new meaning in the tradi
tions found here.

Finally, the wide-open and wildly beautiful land 
itself has helped shape the rich and deeply spiritual 
celebration of Christmas in the American Southwest

Many cultures come together in the Southwest. Native American 
customs, such as the Buffalo Dance shown here, have had a strong 
influence on the region's celebration of Christmas.



Spanish and 
Native A merica 
Traditions

It  looks like C hristm as here  in th e  A m erican  S o u th 
w est; like C hristm as o f an o th e r tim e, th a t  is. In  the 
pueb los o f N ew  M exico  an d  th e  sm all tow ns of 

A rizona, low  adobe an d  w o o d en  houses, an c ien t m ission 
churches, an d  th e  su rro u n d in g  d ese rt landscape  all take  
th e  sp irit b ack  to  an  an c ien t tim e.

U p o n  a  second look, p re sen t-d ay  signs o f C hristm as 
are also qu ite  prevalen t. W rea th s  an d  hang ing  r 'u tn u  
(18- to  60-inch-long b u nches o f b rig h t red  chile peppers) 
ad o rn  the thick, w o rn  w ooden  doors. P layful electric 
strings o f ch ile-pepper lights trim  a  w indow  here  and  
there . C h ild ren  line faro/ilo.i, o r “little lan te rn s ,” along 
the  w alkw ays th a t lead to  th e ir  hom es.

As C hristm as approaches, g ro u p s o f friends w alk  
th e  s tree ts  o f to w n  seeking  sh e lte r fo r "M a iy ” an d



All dressed up in winter white, these buildings of Taos Pueblo, New Mexico, 
nearly 100 miles north of Santa Fe, stand ready to shelter those celebrating 
the unique traditions of Christmas in the American Southwest.



“J o s e p h .” O th e rs  clim b a  m oun tain  to  pray. D an ce rs  in  r ic h 
ly d eco ra ted  trad itio n a l costum es p re p a re  fo r a cerem onial 
C hristm as E ve dance a t the  b onfire  in fro n t o f  a m ission 
church .

In  th e  1500’s, th e  firs t S pan ish  m issionaries a rriv ed  in 
th e  S ou thw est. L ed  by  a  pow erfu l faith , these  few  relig ious 
m en b u ilt m issions th ro u g h o u t N ew  M exico , A rizona, and  
Texas an d  b ro u g h t th e  s to ry  o f C hristm as alive fo r th e  
N ative  A m ericans living there . J o in e d  in faith , the  S pan ish  
m issionaries an d  th e ir  In d ian  converts  com bined  cen tu ries 
o f trad itio n  from  tw o  sep a ra te  cu ltu res  in to  a  rich  ce leb ra
tion  u n iq u e  to  the  A m erican  Sou thw est.

F iesta of O ur La d y  of Guadalupe
T he ce leb ra tion  o f C hristm as fo r H ispan ic  an d  m any  

N a tiv e  A m erican  S o u th w este rn e rs  begins each y e a r  w ith  
the  F ie sta  o f O u r  L ad y  o f G u ad alu p e  on D ecem b er 12. T he 
relig ious festival com m em orates th e  ap p earan ce  o f the  
V irgin M a ry  to  J u a n  D iego, an  In d ian  in M exico  in 1531.

T his v ision  o f M a ry  spoke to  th e  n ew ly  co n v erted  m an 
an d  left an  im pression  o f h e r face on his tilm a, a  ro b e  o f 
w oven  cactus fiber. O u r  L ad y  o f G u ad alu p e , as th e  v ision 
w as nam ed , is co n sid ered  th e  p a tro n  sa in t o f  th e  A m ericas. 
She is th e  sa in t w h o  aids believers in  th e ir  daily  lives, lig h t
en ing  th e ir  b u rd e n s  an d  p ro tec tin g  th e ir  hom es. B ecause 
th e  f irs t ap p e a ra n ce  o f O u r  L ad y  o f G u ad a lu p e  in  th e  new  
w o rld  m ark e d  the  rea l accep tan ce  o f C h ris tian ity  b y  the  
native peoples, ce leb ra tio n  o f th e  ev en t is a fitting  s ta r t fo r 
C hristm as.

In  villages th ro u g h o u t th e  S ou thw est, th e  F iesta  o f 
O u r  L ad y  o f G u ad alu p e  is ce leb ra ted  w ith  Lod Matacbined, 
a  trad itio n a l S pan ish  folk dance. M ask ed  d an cers  d ressed  
in  colorful costum es ad o rn ed  w ith  bells, feathers, an d  o th e r 
deco ra tio n s a re  accom pan ied  by  m usicians p lay ing  violins, 
gu itars, d rum s, an d  accord ions. T he ensem ble m akes its 
w ay  to w a rd  th e  to w n  church , follow ing a  sta tu e  o f the  
com m u n ity ’s p a tro n  saint.

P ossib ly  th e  m ost d ram atic  ce leb ra tion  o f th e  F ie sta  o f 
O u r  L ad y  o f G u ad alu p e  is held  in  T ortugas, a sm all village 
n ea r th e  so u th ern  b o rd e r  o f N e w  M exico . H e re  th e  ce leb ra 
tion  is en livened  w ith  th e  custom s o f the  T iw a Indians, 
w hose an cesto rs  settled  in  the  area. T he th ree -d ay  ce leb ra
tion  beg ins as u p  to  tw o  dozen  danzanted, o r  dancers, d ressed  
in fea th ered  h ead d resses an d  co lorfu l clo th ing  perfo rm



trad itio n a l T iw a steps befo re  a  sm all s ta tu e  o f th e  V irgin.
A t the  C asa  del P ueblo , a  sm all com m unity  hall w h ere  
th e  im age o f O u r  L ad y  o f G u ad alu p e  h ad  been  ca rried  in  a 
cand le ligh t procession , several h u n d re d  m ore people g a th e r 
fo r an  a ll-n igh t p ra y e r  vigil.

T h ro u g h o u t th e  n ex t day, m ore th a n  700 peop le  m ake 
th e  tw o-hour, five-m ile p ilg rim age from  the  to w n  to  the  top  
o f n ea rb y  T ortugas M o u n ta in . C arry in g  to rch es to  light 
th e ir  way, the  tow nspeop le  a re  jo in ed  b y  people w h o  com e 
from  m iles aw ay  to  p a rtic ip a te  in th is relig ious experience. 
As th e y  n ea r the  top, ce leb ran ts  g a th e r w o o d  fo r a  fire.
H ig h  a to p  th e  m ountain , th e y  join in  a  M ass ce leb ra ted  by  
th e  local b ishop  o f the  R om an  C atholic ch u rch . T h ey  th en  
sp en d  h o u rs  singing, p ray ing , an d  rec itin g  the  ro sa ry  before 
re tu rn in g  to  th e  village.

11

The small village of Tortugas 
New Mexico, is home to a 
dramatic celebration of the 
Fiesta of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. As part of the 
celebration, parishioners 
gather before an image of 
the Virgin for an all-night 
prayer vigil.



A fte r th e  d an ce  a n d  th e  p ilg rim age to  th e  m o u n ta in to p , 
all a re  w elcom e to  a feast p re p a re d  b y  a  n u m b er o f local 
cooks. T rad itio n a l foods inc lude  albondigad (m ea tballs) 
co o k ed  in  b e e f  b ro th ; re d  chile w ith  m eat; beans; an d  
In d ian  b read .

Elaborate artwork 
graces the walls and 
ceilings of San Xavier 
Mission in Tucson, 
Arizona, where parish
ioners celebrate at 
Christmastime and 
throughout the year.

Las Posadas
Lad Podadad, “th e  inns, ” is a 

m uch-loved  C hristm as trad itio n  
in tro d u ced  to  the  S o u th w est m ore 
th an  400 y ea rs  ago. T he custom  is 
c red ited  to  F ra y  D iego  de Soria, 
an  A ugustin ian  m issionary  w h o  
ex p an d ed  a  trad itio n a l novena 
(a  p ra y e r  said  on n ine successive 
days) to  recall th e  jo u rn ey  o f M a ry  
and  J o s e p h  in to  a  full reenac tm en t.

Traditionally, Las Posadas begins 
on D ecem b er 16. F o r n ine n igh ts 
w o rsh ip e rs  ca rry  ca rv ed  figures o f 
M a ry  an d  J o s e p h  as th ey  trave l 
th ro u g h  th e  village stree ts  ask ing  
for shelter. A t each hom e, the  
trav e lers  sing trad itio n a l songs an d  
re p ea t th e ir  request. T u rned  aw ay  
again  a n d  again, th ey  finally  h ea r 
“Entren dantodperegrinod, ” (“E n te r  
holy  p ilg rim s”) an d  are  ad m itted  to  

a  hom e. T he Midterlod, ca rv ed  folk im ages o f J o s e p h  an d  
M ary , a re  p laced  in  a  specially  p re p a re d  a lta r  in  th e  hom e. 
P len ty  o f food an d  d rin k  an d  a  p in a ta  p a r ty  fo r th e  ch ild ren  
follow.

T h o u g h  to d ay  it is g enerally  red u ced  to  a  one-n igh t 
p ag ean t on C hristm as E ve o r th e  n ig h t before, Las P osadas 
rem ains essen tial to  C hristm as in th e  S ou thw est. T he tra d i
tional songs accom pan ied  b y  g u ita r  an d  th e  conversa tion  b e 
tw een  J o s e p h  and  th e  in n k eep e r a re  th e  sam e w h e th e r 
sh a red  in a  little p ag ean t b y  n eighbors o r p e rfo rm ed  as a 
cityw ide celebration .

F u ll n in e-n ig h t L as P osadas observances a re  sp onso red  
b y  several C atholic  ch u rch es in  A lb u q u erq u e , N ew  M exico. 
P arish io n ers  g a th e r  a t H oly  R o sary  C hurch , H o ly  Fam ily  
C hu rch , o r  O u r  L ad y  o f S o rro w s C h u rch  each n ig h t to  t ra v 
el to  d iffe ren t houses, jo in ing  in song, p rayer, food, an d  cele-



b ra tio n . O n  C hristm as E ve each “jo u rn ey ” 
ends a t th e  ch u rch  itself.

In  S an ta  Fe, Las P osadas is ac ted  o u t in 
one n ig h t on th e  c ity ’s h isto ric  p laza. A fte r
w ard , the  c ro w d  en ters  th e  n ea rb y  co u rty a rd  
o f th e  Palace o f th e  G o vernors fo r h o t choco
late an d  bizcochitod, trad itio n a l C hristm as 
su g ar cookies w ith  anise.

A t L a  P u e r ta  de O ro  (“T he G olden  
D o o r") S en io r C en te r in  O k lah o m a City, 
a re en ac tm en t o f Las P osadas tak es  place 
indoors. D o o rs  a ro u n d  the  cen te r a re  d eco 
ra te d  to  look like d iffe ren t inns. P artic ip an ts  
trav e l from  d o o r to  d o o r req u estin g  sh e lte r 
fo r “M a ry .” O nce  “M a ry ” an d  “J o s e p h  are 
accepted , h o t chocolate an d  p astries  a re  
served, a n d  ch ild ren  from  the  com m unity  
en joy a  p in a ta  party .

T h ro u g h o u t the  S ou thw est, hom es m ake 
room  fo r M a ry  an d  J o s e p h  on one special 
n ight. O ften  ho liday  food an d  d rin k  are  
served  a t ev ery  stop, an d  the  m em bers o f 
each  house jo in  th e  p rocession  as it passes. 
C aro ls a re  sung  a ro u n d  th e  fam ily’s nac ini Len
to (na tiv ity  scene), an d  h o t chocolate an d  
b izcoch itos a re  served.

F o r m ore th a n  30 y ears , th e  S an  A ntonio  
C o nserva tion  Society  has stag ed  a  beau tifu l 
re en ac tm en t o f Las P osadas along  San 
A n to n io ’s R iver W alk. H e re  th o u san d s of 
city  residen ts, choirs, to u rists , an d  m ariach is 
jo in  “M a ry ” an d  “J o s e p h ” as th ey  trave l 
from  inn  to  inn, seeking shelter. T he can d le
lit p rocession  begins in th e  ea rly  evening  a t 
th e  M an sio n  del R io hotel, an d  w inds its 
w ay  along th e  gaily  d eco ra ted  R iver W alk. 
T he jo u rn ey  is lit b y  th o u san d s  o f g low ing 
Luminariaj, o r sm all bonfires. S inging  tra d i
tional P osadas songs an d  C hristm as carols, 
th e  trav e lers  m ake th e ir  w ay  to  the  A rneson  
R iver T heater. H e re  th e  H o ly  F am ily  finds a 
hum ble  stable fo r shelter. T h ere  is song  and  
celebration , follow ed b y  a  p in a ta  p a r ty  fo r 
th e  ch ild ren  a t n ea rb y  M av e rick  P laza.

as Posadas
(English translation)

Saint Joseph: Who will give lodging to these 
pilgrims, who are tired out from traveling 
the highways?

Innkeeper: However much you may say that 
you are worn out, we do not give lodging to 
strangers.

Saint Joseph: In the name of heaven, I beg of 
you lodging, since my beloved wife can 
travel no longer.

Innkeeper: There is no lodging here; keep on 
moving. I cannot open to you, don't be 
stupid.

Saint Joseph: Don't be inhuman and have pity, 
for the God of the Heavens will reward you 
for it.

Innkeeper: Now you may go away and not 
bother me, because if I get mad I'm going 
to beat you.

Saint Joseph: We come worn out from
Nazareth; I am a carpenter by the name of 
Joseph.

Innkeeper: Your name doesn't concern me; let 
me sleep, since I have already told you that 
we are not to open to you.

Saint Joseph: Lodging, dear Innkeeper, for only 
one night, the Queen of the Heavens begs 
of you.

Innkeeper: Well then if she is a queen who 
asks it, how is it that at night she goes so 
unattended?

Saint Joseph: My wife is Mary, the Queen of 
the Heavens; mother she will be of the Di
vine Word.

Innkeeper: Is it you, Joseph and your wife 
Mary? Enter, pilgrims; I did not know you.

Saint Joseph: Happy be this house that gives 
us lodging; may God always give you your 
sacred happiness.

Innkeeper: Lodging we give you with much 
happiness; enter, honest Joseph, enter 
with Mary.

Chorus (from without): Enter saintly pilgrims; 
receive this ovation, not from this poor 
dw elling, but from my heart.

Chorus (from within): This night is (made) of 
happiness, of pleasure, and of rejoicing, 
because we give lodging here to the Mother 
of the Son of God.



I

For more than 30 years, 
Los Pastores del Valle de 
Mesilla has been per
forming the medieval 
folk play in churches 
across New Mexico, Ari
zona, and Texas.

O n  each  D ecem b er w eek en d  before C hristm as, San 
A n to n io ’s Fie,1 tad Navldenad ce leb ration  fills th e  n ea rb y  
M a rk e t S q u are  w ith  S pan ish -flavo red  ho liday  fun. T here  
a re  p in a ta  parties, tam ale-m ak ing  contests, an d  p len ty  o f 
bunuelod (crispy, su g ar-co a ted  to rtilla s). P an ch o  C laus, S an 
t a ’s b lack -b eard ed  cousin  from  the  S o u th  Pole, a rrives w e a r
ing  a ch a rro  h a t an d  red  poncho. C rea ted  b y  a  local serv ice
m an  m ore th a n  15 y e a rs  ago, P an ch o  C laus p re sen ts  toys 
an d  food to  n eedy  fam ilies a t C hristm as.

Los Pastores
A  m edieval religious folk p lay  used  b y  S p an ish  m ission

aries to  b rin g  the  C hristm as s to iy  to  life fo r th e ir  N a tive  
A m erican  congregations is w o rk in g  its ho liday  m agic again  
in  cities th ro u g h o u t th e  S ou thw est.

U n lik e  th e  sw ee t a n d  gen tle  L as P o sad as  p ro cessio n ,
Lod Padtored (T he S h ep h erd s) offers a  ro llick ing , o ften  
h ilarious, so m ew h a t sh o ck in g  re c o u n tin g  o f  th e  m isad v en 
tu re s  o f th e  sh ep h e rd s  on  th e ir  w ay  to  see th e  n ew b o rn  
C h ris t C hild .



A long w ith  th e  H o ly  F am ily  an d  th e  u su a l sh ep h erd s 
an d  angels, the  cast of ch a rac te rs  fo r Los P asto res  includes 
a d e te rm in ed  L ucife r and  his ch ild -sized  assistan ts; a 
hapless, d ru n k e n  sh ep h e rd  n am ed  B arto lo ; B arto lo ’s wife; 
an d  an  old herm it. C ostum es p lace  th e  sh ep h erd s sq u are ly  
in  th e  S ou thw est, w ith  serapes, sandals, an d  som breros. 
T he p lo t loosely follow s th e  e rra n t sh ep h e rd  B a rto lo ’s w a y 
w a rd  co u rse  to  h is su d d en  red em p tio n  knee lin g  before the  
C h ris t C hild , tak in g  m an y  h ilarious an d  su rp ris in g  stops 
a long  th e  way.

Los P asto res del Valle de M esilla, a g ro u p  organ ized  b y  a 
F ranc iscan  p ries t a t a re trea t n ea r L as C ruces, N ew  M exico, 
has been  perfo rm ing  the folk p lay  for m ore th an  30 y ea rs  to 
audiences in chu rches across N ew  M exico,
Texas, an d  A rizona. T he 50-m em ber cast 
includes a  fa ther an d  d au g h te r p o rtray in g  
J o se p h  and  M ary, and  th ree  generations of 
a  single fam ily on stage together.

R a th e r th an  fad ing  w ith  chang ing  tim es,
Los P asto res  an d  o th e r relig ious fo lk-p lay  
perfo rm an ces a re  a ttra c tin g  m ore en th u s ia s
tic aud iences each  year. W ith  its cen tra l 
strugg le  b e tw een  good  an d  evil, its w ild  an d  
clever ch arac te rs , its songs an d  good hum or,
Los P asto res  is an  irresistib le  piece o f 
C hristm as m agic.

A  SW IN G IN G —GOOD CH RISTM A S
T he p inata , a  M ex ican  trad itio n  th a t adds 

fun to  b irth d ay s  and  ce leb rations th ro u g h 
ou t th e  year, is a n a tu ra l p a r t  o f the  C h ris t
m as ce leb ration  for ch ild ren  o f the  A m erican  
S ou thw est.

C o n ta in ers m ade o f ea rth en w are  o r p ap i
er-m ache, p in a tas com e in m any  shapes, 
sizes, and  colors. W ith  a hollow  core, th ey  
are  stu ffed  w ith  candy, fru its, an d  to y s —b u t n o t fo r long. 
W h en  th e  p a r ty  begins, th e  p in a ta  is h u n g  above th e  heads 
o f the  eager y o u n g ste rs . T hen  the  ch ild ren  are b lind fo lded  
an d  tak e  tu rn s  try in g  to  b re ak  th e  p in a ta  w ith  a stick. T he 
adu lts  have th e ir  fun by  pulling  on th e  rope th a t ho lds the 
p ina ta , th u s  w h isk ing  it o u t o f reach . B u t inev itab ly  one 
ch ild  w ill b re ak  the  p inata , an d  the  ch ild ren  scram ble for 
th e ir  ju s t rew ards.

Tamales—cornmeal and 
ground meat wrapped in 
cornhusks—are popular 
fare for the celebration 
of Las Posadas and are 
enjoyed throughout the 
year.



ittle Fires
The little fires that blaze on 

Christmas Eve
Are lit by simple folks whose 

hearts believe
The Christ Child wanders softly 

through the night
And blesses all who set a 

guiding light.
(0 Little Child, I tend my fire 

and pray
For fires around the world 

to guide Thy way.)

—Dorothy Linney
* New Mexico Magazine, December 1935.

Reprinted with permission.

In their celebrations of Christmas in the 
1500's, the native peoples of the Southwest 
built bonfires of twigs and branches in front of 
churches and pueblos. These fires lit the way 
to Mass and, symbolically, lit the way for Mary 
and Joseph in their search for shelter.

Were these early bonfires—the first 
luminarias—the cultural descendents of the 
fires shepherds set long ago on the hillsides of 
Spain to warm themselves on winter nights? 
Were the first luminarias derived from an an

Farolitos light up the Southwest 
Christmas season in Old Town 
Albuquerque. These little lanterns 
cast a warm glow outside homes, 
community buildings, and busi
nesses across the region.

cient ceremonial custom of the Native Ameri
can peoples? Both theories, both cultures, join in the annual light
ing of the traditional Christmas Eve bonfires. Each year, as they illu
minate the way for the Christ Child, glowing luminarias stand on 
pueblo squares and before churches and homes as a symbol of the 
natural blending of cultures in the celebration of Christmas in the
American Southwest.

Traditional luminarias are constructed of fragrant pinon pine 
logs, crisscrossed and stacked in a square three feet high. Once a 
common Christmas Eve sight on any street in New Mexico, luminar
ias have become more rare as cities have become more crowded. 
Still, in the pueblos and some of the smaller towns and villages of 
northern New Mexico, the tradition of lighting luminarias continues



unabated. In Albuquerque, buses take sightseers on a luminaria 
tour of the city's Old Town, Country Club, and Los Altos neighbor
hoods, where the displays are legendary.

Though the bonfires are fewer, the welcoming path for the 
Christ Child glows brightly as people line walkways, windows, and 
roofs everywhere with farolitos. Also called luminarias, farolitos 
(from the Spanish for "little torch") are lighted candles set inside 
small paper bags and placed in rows outside on Christmas Eve. Each 
12-inch bag is cuffed around the top, filled with several inches of 
sand, and put in its place before a votive candle is pushed into the 
sand and lighted. Displays wind down walkways, over roofs, and all 
around courtyards.

The first farolitos were Chinese paper lanterns. When they 
became available in the Southwest in the early 1800's, people 
gingerly placed the colorful, delicate lights along walls and 
walkways, adapting the Spanish tradition of stringing festival 
lights in celebration.

By the 1820's, all kinds of useful goods were arriving over the 
Santa Fe Trail, including plain brown wrapping paper. Christmas 
celebrants soon discovered that 
farolitos made with simple, 
sturdy, little brown paper bags 
created a warm glow against 
adobe walls that no fancy 
lantern could match. Today 
the glowing brown bags 
remain the symbol of the 
Southwest at Christmas.

Are they farolitos or 
luminarias? To confuse the 
two is normal. In Santa Fe 
and around northern New 
Mexico, they are farolitos.
In places where luminaria 
bonfires are uncommon, 
farolitos are called lumi
narias. But whatever they 
are called, the glow from 
the lovely little lanterns 
definitely means Christ
mas in the American 
Southwest.

Framed by the warm glow 
of farolitos, carolers gather 
around a blazing luminaria 
to sing in celebration of 
the season.



La  Buena  N o<he
C hristm as Eve, th e  good  n ight, has com e. F rien d s and  

fam ily w h o  “seek sh e lte r a t th e  in n ” are  w elcom ed  in to  be 
w a rm ed  w ith  food, song, an d  laughter. G uests a re  served  
h o t choco late  w ith  b izcoch itos an d  bunuelos, o r a  full 
C hristm as dinner. H o lid ay  food is p len tifu l a n d  o ffered  a t 
every  o p p o rtu n ity  d u rin g  C hristm as in a H isp an ic  hom e.

W h en  fam ily a n d  friends sit d o w n  fo r C hristm as E ve 
dinner, the  m eal is a com bination  o f trad itio n a l M ex ican  an d  
N a tiv e  A m erican  foods. T here  m u st be tam ales— filled w ith  
m eat an d  spices, trad itio n a lly  w ra p p e d  in co rn  h u sk s an d  
steam ed  —an d  posole, a  s tew  o f  hom iny, com bined  w ith  pork , 
re d  chile, an d  onions o r som e o th e r varia tion . T here  a re  en
chiladas, menudo (tripe  stew ), p len ty  o f  chile sauce, Ind ian  
b read , em panaditas (rich  p a s try  tu rn o v e rs ) , and  capirotada, a 
delicious c innam on-flavo red  b re ad  p u d d in g  filled w ith  
cheese, p in o n  nuts, an d  raisins.

W a rm ed  b y  th e  co m p an y  a n d  th e  food, it is tim e to  
b u n d le  u p  a n d  h ead  o u ts id e  fo r a  w a lk  th ro u g h  th e  
n e ig h b o rh o o d  o r a  t r ip  d o w n to w n  to  see th e  C h ris tm as 
E ve lam inarias an d  th efaralitas.

Taos Pueblo, New Mexico, 
shown here with a season
fitting dusting of snow, is 
home to the Church of San 
Geronimo, where parish
ioners celebrate the Virgin 
Mary on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day.



La  M isa  de Gallo
T he evening grow s late. Soon it will 

be tim e to  head  fo r ch u rch  an d  La M ua  
de GaLLo, the  M ass o f the  Rooster, the 
M id n ig h t M ass n am ed  afte r a C hristm as 
legend.

A ccord ing  to  M ex ican  folklore, the  
anim als in  the  stable w ere  d istressed  th a t 
no one o th er th an  M ary  an d  J o s e p h  w as 
th e re  to  w itness th e  b ir th  o f th e  C hrist 
Child. T aking charge o f the  situation, 
a  ro o s te r flew  to a  h igh  p erch  an d  a n 
n ounced  the  good  new s. Soon, o th er 
roosters  took  up  the cry, sp read ing  the 
w o rd  ab o u t the  com ing o f the  M essiah .

In  S an ta  Fe an d  o th er small tow ns, the  
late n igh t w a lk  hom e from  ch u rch  affords 
one last chance to  adm ire the  m any  row s 
o f little lights and  to  visit w hile w arm ing  
up  a t the  occasional lum inaria.

F o r  m an y  families, C hristm as dinner, 
the  festive cornida de N avid ad, follow s 
M id n ig h t M ass an d  stre tch es th ro u g h  the 

la te -n ig h t h ours. Two m ore C hristm as D a y  services follow, 
a t d aw n  an d  a t noon, an d  m any  peop le  a tten d  all th ree .

Christmas in  the pueblo
C h ris tm as  E ve an d  C h ris tm as D a y  a t th e  p u eb lo s  a re  

filled  w ith  dan c in g , p ray er, a n d  re lig ious p rocessions. 
B lazing  lu m in a ria  b o n fire s  a re  lig h ted  a t  su n se t on C h ris t
m as E ve on  th e  p u eb lo  sq u a re  a n d  b efo re  th e  m ission  
ch u rch . T he fires h o n o r th e  C h ris t C h ild  a n d  w elcom e 
w o rsh ip e rs .

In side  th e  C h u rch  o f S an  G eron im o  a t Taos P u eb lo  in  
N e w  M exico , p a rish io n e rs  beg in  a  n ig h t o f  hym ns an d  
p ray e rs . In  th e  m id st o f  vespers, a  g ro u p  o f  y o u n g  m en 
w a lk  ou tside  th e  ch u rch , line up, an d  fire rifles in to  th e  
co ld  n ig h t air. Later, a  p ro cessio n  from  th e  ch u rch  trav e ls  
a ro u n d  th e  v illag e’s an c ien t p laza , c a rry in g  th e  s ta tu e  o f the  
V irg in  M ary . A ccom pany ing  M a iy  is an  o rd e r  g u a rd  
o f Taos m en in  cerem onial d ress, w h o  c a rry  rifles th a t  th ey  
p erio d ica lly  fire in to  th e  air. T he g u n sh o ts  a re  fired  to  
p ro te c t th e  V irg in  M a iy  as she is p a ra d e d  a ro u n d  a n d  to  
chase  aw ay  evil sp irits .



Southwest
Christmas
Past

W hat w as C hristm as like fo r the first hom esteaders 
an d  ran ch ers  in  th e  S ou thw est?  It w as m ake do 
an d  m ake m erry. A rriv ing  from  back  E ast o r from  

across the  A tlantic, new com ers found  able rep lacem ents for 
an y  C hristm as supplies th e ir new  hom es lacked.

W h erev e r evergreens grew, th e re  w ere  trad itiona l C h ris t
m as trees o f p ine o r spruce. S ou thw est p inon  pines, chopped  
up  to build  lum inaria  bonfires, soon found a  place inside 
hom es, festooned  w ith  decorations. In  sandy, scrub  brush  
regions w h ere  no p lan t looked like a  trad itional tree , re so u rce
ful settlers m ade trees S ou thw est slyle.

E ver-ro lling  tum blew eeds, g a th ered  an d  stacked  th ree  
together, m ade plum p, b u sh y  " trees” ready  to  decorate. 
W rap p ed  w ith  strings o f popcorn , frosted  raisins, and  
cranberries, p lus hom em ade decorations o f p ap e r flow ers 
an d  dyed  co tton  balls, only  som eone w ith  a  sharp  eye could 
tell w h a t w as really  u n d ern ea th . A  small m esquite, w ith  its 
tw isty  b ranches, tho rns, an d  all, could hold  a  host o f  delicate 
blow n-glass o rnam ents th a t had  been  carefully  packed  and  
ca rried  from  G erm any  to  Texas.



German immigrants settling in the American Southwest brought their Christmas 
customs with them. Those customs have become a lasting part of this region's 
celebration of Christmas.
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Tumbleweeds have long 
been used to decorate 
the Christmas season in 
the Southwest. Here they 
have been crafted into 
figures for a truly unique 
nativity scene in Rancho 
de Chimayo, New Mexico.

To decorate  m antels an d  tabletops, settlers collected b ra n c h 
es o f jun iper an d  yaupon , a native holly w ith  sh iny  g reen  leaves 
an d  red  berries, an d  a rran g ed  them  w ith  p ine cones an d  fruit.

W h en  the ra ilro ad  m ade its w ay  into the  region in the  
1870’s, fancy m an u fac tu red  C hristm as o rnam ents qu ick ly  re 
p laced  hom em ade decorations. W ith  g littering  tinsel an d  m agi
cal blow n-glass creations from  G erm any  now  easy to  acquire, 
C hristm as trees soon found th e ir place in  alm ost every  hom e, 
an d  the  hom e decorations g rew  m ore ornate .

Christmas for children
O n  C hristm as Eve, the  ch ildren  w ou ld  search  th e ir d raw ers 

lo r just the  righ t stocking to  hang. In  bigger, b e tte r  style, m any 
little Texans w ou ld  hang  a  p a ir o f  stockings, k n o tted  o r p inned  
to g e th er a t the  top, from  a  nail in the fireplace m antel. F o r lack 
o f a  m antel, the  stocking w ould  be d rap ed  over the  back  o f a 
ch ild ’s chair o r bed  footboard.

L ike ch ildren  everyw here, ran ch e rs ’ and  hom e
s tead e rs ’ ch ildren  in the  1800’s an d  early  1900’s w ould  
find fruit, nuts, h a rd  candies, an d  sm all toys in their 
stockings. B u t th e re  also w ere  likely to  be fire
crackers, spark lers, an d  sky  rockets stuffed 
along w ith  the trea ts. C hristm as D ay  alw ays 
en d ed  w ith  a ban g  as the children, farm ers, 
ran ch  hands, an d  cow boys lit up  th e ir ow n 
pieces o f the S ou thw estern  sky.



C hristm as p resen ts  ran g ed  from  hom em ade dolls to  real 
guns. F o r ch ild ren  living on isolated  ranches o r in the  sca t
te red  tiny  tow ns w h ere  schools w ere  too  p o o r to  p rovide 
supplies, books w ere  p rized  C hristm as gifts. A ccord ing  to  
one old S o u th w estern  custom , a child w h o  w as qu ick  to  
shou t “C hristm as gift! ” u p o n  m eeting a  friend  o r s tran g e r on 
C hristm as D ay  w as en titled  to  a  p re sen t from  th is person . It 
is n o t clear how  often p resen ts  actually  w ere  w o n  in th is way, 
b u t the  trad itio n  o f calling "C hristm as gift! ” continues to  this 
day  in  som e com m unities, w ith  o r w ith o u t m ateria l rew ard .

O ld traditions in  a  new  land
C hristm as w as a  tim e fo r settlers in a  rugged  new  land  to

re lax  in the fam iliar com forts o f age-old  holiday trad itions. 
Today C hristm as in the  S ou thw est is a  rich  b lend  o f the  
trad itions an d  tastes various im m igrant g roups b ro u g h t w ith  
them  from  “the  old country . ”

Schoolchildren of St. Patrick's 
Mission in Anadarko, Okla
homa Territory, in 1906 
clutch their dolls and other 
gifts as they gather around 
the Christmas tree.

German Christmas 
trees and memories

G erm an  custom s, w h ich  are  a 
charm ing  p a r t  o f C hristm as in 
Texas, trace  th e ir  h isto ry  b ack  to 
a  n o b lem an ’s plan. B etw een 
1845 an d  1847, som e 7,380 G e r
m an im m igrants arrived  
in  Texas, sponsored  b y  the  G er
m an  AdeLn’erein, or 
A ssociation o f N oblem en.

The heritage doll is a popular Christmas gift 
for children of today's Southwest. Found at the 
Pastores Feed and General Store of Los Ojos, New 
Mexico, these dolls are really two dolls in one.
On one end they are clearly Native American, but 
turn it upside down and a new doll of definite 
Hispanic descent is revealed.



B elieving th a t G erm an y  h ad  becom e overpopulated , this 
o rgan ization ’s backers encouraged  G erm ans to  s ta rt up  a 
colony o f th e ir ow n in T exas’s open  territo ries.

T he p lan  also seem ed like a  w ay  to  m ake money. T he 
noblem en bought, sigh t unseen, a trac t o f  d ry  and  b a rren  
land  miles n o rth w est o f  Austin, expecting  the p ro p e rty  to 
im m ediately im prove w ith  the arrival o f G erm an  settlers. The 
new ly titled  ow ners w ere  n o t told th a t the  C om anche w ere  in 
contro l o f “th e ir” properly .

Luckily, led by  P rince C arl o f Solm s-B raunfels, the  im mi
gran ts  never trave led  th a t far. Instead, the  prince, w ho  had  a 
vision ol ru ling  in this new  w orld , p u rchased  lan d  along the 
C om al River, and  the  city  o f N ew  B raunfels w as b o m . L a te r a 
second g roup  o f G erm ans b o u g h t an o th er site, also fa r from  
the  unprom ising  prom ised land, an d  nam ed it F red erick sb u rg  
after P rince F rederick  ol P russia. These tw o “w ay  station  ” 
tow ns rem ain  to  this day  G erm an strongholds in Texas, and  
th ey  are w onderfu l places to  enjoy G erm an  trad itions, Texas 
style.

In  N ew  B raunfels, th e  S o ph ienburg  M useum  sits on the 
hilltop w h ere  P rince C arl bu ilt a log fo rtress nam ed  S o p h ien 
b u rg  (S oph ie’s Hill, in h o n o r o f his w ife). T he m useum  joins 
o th er G erm an-heritage organizations in tow n  to  host a tra d i
tional Weibnachtdmarkt, w h ich  kicks o ff the  C hristm as cele
b ra tio n  in N ovem ber. A t the  th ree -d ay  C hristm as m arket, 
Texans can feast on  G erm an  holiday  foods, shop for h an d 
m ade C hristm as decorations an d  craft items, an d  enjoy 
G erm an  beer, w ine, and  W assail, the  trad itional C hristm as 
h o t cider. "C ow boy K ring le ,” a  happ ily  T exanized G erm an  
fellow, is alw ays on han d  for the  fun.

St. N icholas follow ed the G erm an  settlers to  Texas. J u s t  
as he had  in the old country , the  k ind ly  old m an leaves special 
trea ts  fo r ch ildren  in N ew  B raunfels, F redericksburg , and  all 
over Texas on his special day, D ecem b er 12. T hen, on C h ris t
m as Eve, little descenden ts o f the  G erm an  settlers eagerly 
aw ait the arrival o f K ris K ringle, a  m essenger from  the  C hrist 
Child, w h o  brings p resen ts  to  be opened  th a t night.

T he C hristm as tree, also a  G erm an  im m igrant, received  a 
w arm  w elcom e in the  Southw est. F ind ing  none o f the  fir trees 
th ey  associa ted  w ith  C hristm as in th e ir hom eland, G erm an  
settlers trim m ed native jun ipers an d  pines fo r the  holidays. 
Today the trad ition  o f decorating  jun ipers an d  pines co n tin 
ues.

San A ntonio, w h ere  G erm an  im m igrants helped  build  a



beautifu l city, also has its share  of im ported  trad itions. O ne  
o f the  stately  re sto red  G erm an  houses in  the K ing W illiam  
D istric t o f S an  A ntonio  is the  Steves H om estead , hom e of 
E d  Steves, a G erm an  cab ine tm aker w h o  a rriv ed  in San 
A ntonio  in 1848 to  becom e one of the  c ity ’s m ost successful 
businessm en. D u rin g  C hristm as, the  S an  A ntonio  C onserva
tion  Society  w elcom es the public to  to u r  th e  S teves m ansion, 
w h ich  is d eco ra ted  for th e  holidays in  keep ing  w ith  its 
G erm an-V ictorian  heritage. A  G erm an-sty le  ho liday  m arke t 
in N o v em b er helps open  the  ho liday season in S an  A ntonio.

Zweite Weibnachten, m eaning  "Second C hristm as,” is a 
G erm an  celebration  th a t found  a  second hom e in th e  A m eri
can Southw est. Taking place on D ecem b er 26, Z w eite  
W eihnach ten  in  the  S ou thw est w as trad itionally  a  day  for 
visiting friends an d  m aking  C hristm as m erry  w ith  dances, 
gam es, an d  m aybe a  firecrack er o r tw o. T oday the  custom  
still p rovides a g rea t reason  for getting  to g eth er in  N ew  
B raunfels, Phoenix, an d  m any  o th er places across the  
S ou thw est w h ere  G erm an  settlers m ade th e ir hom es.

The restored Steves Home
stead of San Antonio, Texas 
is a stately symbol of the 
town's proud,German her
itage. The public is invited 
to tour the mansion during 
the Christmas season.



Czech immigrants made 
their mark on Christmas 
in the American South
west with unique foods, 
dances, and music. The 
Tex-Czech Christmas sea
son begins with the Feast 
of St. Nicholas on Decem
ber 6.

Tex-Czech Christmas

In  the  second h a lf o f  the  1800’s, Texas becam e hom e to 
a  n u m b er o f C zech im m igrants w hose C hristm as custom s 
enrich  the  lives o f S o u thw esterners everyw here.

T h ro u g h o u t th e  S ou thw est, C hristm as is a  g re a t excuse 
to  ea t kolacky, the  irresistib le  C zech  C hristm as p a s try  loved 
b y  all. I t w o u ld  n o t be  C hristm as here  w ith o u t th e  little 
m elt-in -your-m ou th  fo lded  s ta r w ith  a  rich  fru it center.

C zech im m igrants also supplied  m usic for the  C hristm as 
dance. E veryone dow n  here  celebrates b y  dancing, and  
w h e th e r it is a  polka, Texas swing, T ex-M ex, o r C ajun  music, 
the  accord ion  — b ro u g h t to  Texas by  C zech im m igrants — is 
an  essential p a r t  o f th e  S o u th w estern  sound.

In  C zech farm ing  com m unities in cen tra l an d  easte rn  
Texas, th e  C hristm as ce leb ration  beg ins w ith  the  F east o f  St. 
N icho las on D ecem b er 6. C zech trad itio n  holds th a t St. 
N icho las descends from  heaven  on a  go lden  rope. H e is ac 
com pan ied  by  an angel w h o  reco rd s the  good an d  b ad  deeds 
o f ch ild ren  an d  a  devil w h o  m enaces ch ild ren  w ith  a  w h ip  
an d  ra ttles  a  chain  to  w a rn  them  to im prove th e ir  behavior.

Texas stars and Polish star men

Texas claim s the  firs t Polish  se ttlem en t in th e  U n ited  
S tates, th e  to w n  o f P a n n a  M aria , fo unded  in  1854. S eeking



a new  hom e an d  relig ious freedom , F a th e r  L eopold  
M o czy g em b a an d  100 Polish fam ilies lan d ed  in  G alveston  
in  la te  fall 1854. T hey  w a lk ed  200 m iles to  th e  ju n c tio n  of 
th e  S an  A nton io  R iver an d  the  C ibolo C reek. A rriv in g  on 
C hristm as Eve, the  n ew  T exans n am ed  th e ir  se ttlem en t 
Parma M aria  (V irgin M ary ) an d  qu ick ly  set ab o u t bu ild ing  
a chu rch .

P an n a  M aria  estab lished  the  first Polish  school in  the 
U n ited  S tates, an d  Polish rem ained  th e  firs t language o f Tex
ans in  th a t area. O th e r  Polish com m unities, w ith  nam es such 
as C estohow a, Paw elkville, an d  K osciusko g rew  from  this 
first settlem ent. A nd  so, too, d id  Polish C hristm as traditions.

W h en  the  first evening star, sym bolizing the  S ta r o f B eth 
lehem , ap p ears  in the  C hristm as E ve sky, Polish families 
com e to g e th er fo r a  C hristm as feast filled w ith  sym bols and  
m eaning. B y custom , th ere  m ust be an  odd  n u m b er o f dishes 
served, an  even n u m b er o f diners, an d  an  em pty  p lace set 
for the  C hrist Child. Oplatki, w h ite  w afers sym bolizing the 
S acred  H ost, a re  p resen ted  w ith  the  m eal. T he food itself 
rep resen ts  a  hope for a  boun tifu l h a rv es t in  the  y e a r  ahead.

Before head ing  off to  M idn igh t M ass, ch ildren  o f the 
house receive a visit from  S ta r M an, w h o  asks them  religious 
questions an d  passes o u t sm all gifts. H e  is accom panied  by  
S ta r Boys, d ressed  as nativ ity  figures rang ing  from  W ise 
M en  to  sheep.

Norse myth and merriment
Several g roups o f N orw eg ian  settlers m ade th e ir w ay  to  

cen tral Texas in  the  m id-1800’s. W ith  them  cam e m ore 
C hristm as magic.

T he N o rsem en  ta u g h t Texans h o w  to  “shoo t in  C h ris t
m as” (see C h ap te r 3). A n d  th ey  gave th em  an  excuse to  
keep  m istletoe a ro u n d  all year. I t w as the  N o rse  no tion  th a t 
m istletoe w o u ld  p ro tec t a  house from  b u rn in g  dow n. A t 
C hristm as, these  se ttlers also w o u ld  w a rd  o ff b a d  lu ck  by  
b u rn in g  a  “Y ule candle ” from  d u sk  till daw n.

T he an n u a l L u tefisk  Festival, w h ich  descen d en ts  o f 
these  N o rse  settlers p u t on early  in  D ecem b er in  C ranfills 
G ap, Texas, adds a delicious, steam ing  h o t d ish  to  the  
S o u th w este rn  C hristm as feast. H u n d re d s  o f bales o f Lutefuik 
(codfish  steeped  in  lye) a re  im p o rted  each  y e a r  to  be ca re 
fully  p re p a re d  follow ing com plicated  trad itio n a l m ethods, 
th en  served  to  1,000 o r m ore people in  th e  local school cafe
teria . L u tefisk  covered  w ith  bo iled  w h ite  po ta toes, m elted



bu tter, and  w h ite  sauce and  served  steam ing  h o t tas tes  like 
C hristm as to  those  in cen tra l Texas.

Scandinavian Christmas Fun
A n influx  o f S cand inav ian  se ttlers in  the  late 1800 's 

ad d ed  o th er charm ing  C hristm as custom s to  th e  S o u th w est
e rn  mix.

By trad itio n  th e  S cand inav ian  S anta, an  elf nam ed  
Jultom ten, m akes th e  ro u n d s on  C hristm as E ve w earin g  a 
red  cape an d  rid in g  in a  sleigh pu lled  n o t b y  re indeer, b u t by  
a  goat. Julbock, th e  “C hristm as goat, ” has becom e a  p o p u la r 
sym bol o f th e  season  in Texas and  th ro u g h o u t the  S o u th 
w est. S traw  Ju lb o c k s  a re  a com m on sigh t a t S o u th w est 
C hristm as c raft fairs.

T he S cand inav ian  julklapp, o r C hristm as box, also has
Fort Concho in San Ange
lo, Texas, is the country's 
best preserved fort from 
the Indian War era 
(1866-1891). The fort 
played an important part 
in the settlement of the 
Southwest and offers a 
historical Christmas cele
bration during its "Christ
mas at Old Ft. Concho" 
event in December.

ad d ed  fun to  th e  season  in  th e  S ou thw est. B y custom , the 
gift g iver leaves a m ystery  gift, th en  kn o ck s o r rings the  bell 
an d  ru n s  to  h ide  before being d iscovered . T he gift itse lf m ay 
be w ra p p ed  in strange  w ra p p in g  o r in  boxes w ith in  boxes. 
Som e gift g ivers leave only  a  clue, send ing  the  receiver on a 
h u n t fo r th e  ju lk lapp .



Stepping  back in  time
Taking g rea t p ride  in  th e ir past, th e  descenden ts o f early  

hom esteaders, shopkeepers, ranchers, cow boys, an d  all the 
re st m errily  join in a  terrific asso rtm en t o f "C hristm as P a s t” 
liv ing-h isto iy  events staged  th ro u g h o u t the  S ou thw est each 
D ecem ber.

Jourdan-Bachman Pioneer Farm Christmas
W h a t w as C hristm as like on a  S o u th w estern  hom estead  

farm  in the  1880’s? O n  a  ten an t farm ? O n  a  com m ercial co t
to n  farm ? A t the  n o rth east edge o f A ustin, Texas, period- 
d ress vo lun teers a re  b u sy  tend ing  to  th e  cattle, chores, m en d 
ing, and  baking, so th ey  can “read y  u p ” th ings an d  d em on
strate.

O n  th ree  evenings in m id-D ecem ber, th e  Jo u rd a n -B a c h 
m an P ioneer Farm , a  full-tim e reenac tm en t of a  75-acre 
1880’s farm ing  com m unity, w elcom es m o d ern  folks to  take  a  
candleligh t to u r o f the C hristm as th e ir ancesto rs cherished.

Taking a  hay ride  a ro u n d  a  large cornfield, v isitors first a r 
rive a t the  ten a n t farm , once the  hom e o f a  recen tly  freed  
A frican A m erican  family. H ere  a  cozy g roup  pops corn  over 
the  fire, tells stories, an d  sim ply enjoys the  com fort o f  their 
ow n com pany  b y  candle- an d  firelight. S topp ing  nex t a t the 
log cabin  o f first-genera tion  hom estead  farm ers, v isitors are 
trea ted  to  C hristm as carols o f the  1800’s an d  V ictorian 
C hristm as trim m ings, plus a  sam pling o f C hristm as cooking 
from  the  period. A t the com m ercial co tton  farm , a  ban d  plays 
lively m usic from  the 1880’s, an d  folk dance lessons a re  ready  
fo r all w h o  w a n t to  join the  fun. A nd a t the fa rm ’s d a ily  barn , 
ch ild ren  can learn  how  to  w rite  w ith  a  quill pen  o r m ake a 
tussie-m ussie. T here  are free cookies, too.

Christmas at Old Fort Concho
T he co u n try ’s best p reserv ed  fort from  the  Ind ian  W ar 

E ra  (1866-1891), F t. C oncho in  San Angelo, Texas, provides 
fo r a  w onderfu l w eekend-long  fro n tie r fo rt C hristm as.

F o u n d ed  in  1867 to  p ro tec t stagecoaches and  w agon 
tra in s  an d  escort the  U .S. mail, Ft. C oncho p layed an  im p o r
ta n t p a r t in  the  settlem ent o f the  sou thw est and  sou th ern  
G rea t Plains. A  n u m b er o f in fan try  an d  cavalry  un its w ere  
stationed  a t the  fort, includ ing  all fou r reg im ents o f the  B uf
falo Soldiers, th e  A frican  A m erican  fighting forces.

N o w  a  national h istoric landm ark , each y ea r the  fo rt fills 
its 23 original and  re sto red  build ings an d  40-acre site w ith
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Christmas lights help de
fine the Victorian archi
tecture that is character
istic of the town of 
Guthrie, Oklahoma. This 
beautiful old town cele
brates its heritage at 
Christmastime each year.

the  sights, sounds, an d  tastes o f D ecem b er in the  late 1800’s 
fo r its "C hristm as a t O ld  Ft. C o n ch o ” event.

V isitors can  p a rta k e  in a cow boy  cam pfire  b reak fast, 
w a tc h  p erio d  m ilitary  drills o r cavalry  an d  artille ry  d em o n 

stra tions, listen  to  s trin g  b an d s  an d  m arch ing  
bands, dance, en joy  th e  w it an d  w isdom  of 
cow boy  poets  a n d  sto ry tellers, "m ake an d  
ta k e ” all k inds o f o ld -fash ioned  C hristm as 
decorations, an d  sam ple trad itio n a l C h ris t
m as fare.

A long w ith  a  m o d ern  artisan , craft, an d  
food fair, the  even t fea tu res  a  "P o st T ra d e rs” 
fa ir w h e re  shoppers can  b ro w se  an  1800’s 
te n t city, en co u n te rin g  p erio d -d ress  trad e rs  
w ith  a  v a rie ty  o f rep lica  goods to  sell.

A  Territorial Christmas
CELEBRATION

F o r one m onth , b etw een  T hanksg iv ing  
an d  C hristm as, the  to w n  o f G u th rie , O k la 
hom a, re tu rn s  to  its V ic to rian -era  heyday, 
ro u g h  edges an d  all, in a  T errito ria l C h ris t
m as celebration .

It w as in th e  V ictorian  age th a t the  
C hristm as ce lebration  h it its stride  in  E n g 
lan d  an d  th e  U n ited  S ta tes. G u th rie  cam e to  
life then , too. As cap ita l o f  the  O k lah o m a 
T erritory , G u th rie  w as th e  cen te r o f ra ilroad , 
b ank ing , an d  cu ltu ra l life fo r a  large  region. 
A  beau tifu l old to w n  filled w ith  V icto rian  a r 
ch itec tu ra l trea su re s  (an d  th e  n a tio n ’s largest 
con tiguous h isto ric  d istric t), G u th rie  cele
b ra te s  th e  season in  an  all-tow n, m onth-long , 

b ack -to -th e-p as t C hristm as p a r ty  set som etim e b e tw een
1890 and  1910.

G u th rie , the  firs t to w n  in O k lah o m a  to  have electricity, 
strings tin y  w h ite  ligh ts all over its lovely old d o w n to w n  
bu ild ings an d  trim s every  edge w ith  everg reen  garlands, 
lace, an d  ribbon . P e rio d  caro lers an d  p ea n u t v en d o rs  stroll 
the  sidew alks, w hile carriages an d  su rrey s d rive by. R es tau 
ra n ts  an d  th e  to w n ’s m any  b ed -an d -b reak fa s t ho tels fea tu re  
ho liday  foods o f th e  era. T here  a re  cand le ligh t tro lley  to u rs  
an d  n ig h tly  perfo rm an ces b y  bell choirs, b a rb e rsh o p  q u a r
tets, ch u rch  choirs, an d  b lueg rass bands. A  h igh ligh t o f the



m o nth -long  ev en t is th e  T errito ria l Ball, w h ere  p e rio d  d ress 
is optional.

A  ce rta in  rascally  ch arm  is ad d ed  to  th e  festivities by  
th e  h o n esty  o f th e  to w n ’s look back. D u rin g  the  V ictorian  
era, G u th rie  w as a  p r e t ty — and  p re tty  ro u g h  — place, h o u s
ing 14 o r 15 bordellos. T he R eeves b ro th ers , ow ners o f the 
w ild est saloon in th e  O k lah o m a T errito ry , w ere  p ro m in en t 
G u th rie  citizens. T ough as th ey  m ight have been  all y e a r  
long, th e  R eeves boys alw ays p ro v id ed  free C hristm as 
d in n e r an d  d rin k s for all. O n e  o f th e  b ro th e rs  w as k now n  
to  h an d  ou t m oney  freely  to  anyone w h o  asked  fo r help 
a ro u n d  th e  holidays.

T here  is no d o u b t th a t th e  trad itions o f the  native peoples 
o f the  A m erican Southw est, to g e th er w ith  those o f the  m any 
im m igrants to  th e  area, have tran sfo rm ed  C hristm as P ast 
into a C hristm as P resen t th a t S o u thw esterners w ill cherish  
fo r m any  a  C hristm as F u tu re .

D ickens on T he Strand
T he stately  V ictorian iron -fron ted  build ings w ere  here  

w aiting  for people to  re tu rn  — and  th ey  did, b ring ing  a  D ick 
ens o f a  C hristm as celebration  w ith  them .

"Dickens on The Strand" 
participants dressed in 
attire fitting of a Dickens 
story stroll the streets of 
the The Strand National 
Historic District of Galve
ston, Texas, during the 
elaborate annual Christ
mas event.



In  the  1800’s, w h en  G alveston  carried  
on a  lively co tton  trad e  w ith  E ngland , T he 
S tran d  S tree t and  su rro u n d in g  d istric t 
w as “th e  W all S tree t o f the  S o u th w est.”
E ach  y e a r  th is h isto ric  d is tric t n ea r the 
w a te rfro n t com es to  life as G alveston  
g a th ers  fo r its an n u a l “D ickens on  The 
S tran d  " C hristm as ex travaganza.

D is tr ic t s tree ts  illum inated  by  
gasligh ts an d  lan te rn s  a re  filled w ith  
ch a rac te rs  s tra ig h t from  a D ick en s 
s to ry  — a  to w n  crier, s tree t u rch in s, fine 
ladies, rak ish  y o u n g  m en, a n d  B ritish  
bobb ies. E ven  B ob C ra tch it w ith  T iny 
Tim o r a  d isheveled  gh o st o f  J a c o b  
M arle y  m ay  m ake an ap p earan ce .

M o re  th an  6,000 people stroll the  
s tree ts  an d  w o rk  the  shops, d ressed  in 
V ictorian  garb . A n o th er 50,000 to  90,000 
“re g u la r fo lk s” a tte n d  th e  w eek en d  
festival.

"D ickens on T he S tran d "  has given 
th e  fo rm er financial d is tric t a  C hristm as 
p re sen t o f  new  life. W h en  th e  firs t S tran d  
ce leb ra tion  w as held n early  25 y e a rs  ago, 
the  d is tric t w as dow n  an d  out. T he b u ild 
ings w ere  em pty  an d  in  p o o r repair, and  
th e  stree ts  w ere  deserted . To h igh ligh t the 
possib ilities o f C hristm as F u tu re , su p p o rt
ers held  th e  firs t S tran d  even t u n d e r cover o f n igh t. V acant 
bu ild ings w ere  skillfully  d eco ra ted  and  lit w ith  lan terns. T he 
d is tr ic t’s fo rm er charm  glow ed b righ tly ; its sh ab b y  state 
faded  in th e  shadow s.

F rom  th a t firs t lan te rn  o f hope, T he S tra n d  D istric t has 
g ro w n  s tro n g er w ith  each y e a r ’s C hristm as celebration . 
T oday  T he S tran d  N ational H isto ric  D is tric t bustles w ith  
life all th ro u g h  the  year. P roceeds from  T he S tra n d ’s holiday 
even t have h e lp ed  to  re s to re  17 b locks o f th e  d is tric t to  
V ictorian  s tan d ard s.

Candlelight  a t  O ld Cit y  Park
S itu a ted  a t th e  edge o f d o w n to w n  D allas, O ld  C ity  P a rk  

is a  13-acre liv ing -h isto ry  m useum  th a t includes 35 re s to red  
historic  s tru c tu res , ran g in g  from  a log cab in  to  the  largest
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surv iv ing  an tebe llum  m ansion  in  th e  city. O n  th e  firs t an d  
second  w eek en d s o f D ecem ber, th e  m useum  holds a  special 
cand le ligh t even t to  ce leb rate  the  w o n d e rs  o f C hristm ases 
past.

In  ad d itio n  to  the  trad itio n a l C hristm as deco rations 
o f “A n g lo ” settlers, various bu ild ings re flect the  A frican  
A m erican , Spanish , an d  Je w ish  ce leb rations o f th e  season.

B etw een  stops inside th e  bu ild ings, each  rich ly  d ec o ra t

Park in Dallas is decorat
ed to reflect the the tra
ditions of Christmases 
past. The park is host to a 
number of events that 
celebrate the season in 
the "old-fashioned way."

ed  in th e  style o f its tim e, v isito rs a re  en te r ta in ed  b y  ca ro l
ers, bell choirs, an d  sp irited  1800’s reen ac tm en ts. S to ry 
tellers an d  h an d s-o n  c raft activ ities help  b rin g  th e  p a s t to  
life fo r ch ildren .

To ro u n d  o u t th e  experience, th e re  a re  o ld-fash ioned  
ho liday  gifts on sale a t M cC all’s G enera l S tore, p lus p len ty  
o f trad itio n a l b ak ed  goods to  sam ple.



The wide-open ranches of the Southwest are a beautiful 
backdrop for the celebration of Christmas. And no one can 
rope in Christmas like a cowboy can.



Cowboy
Christmas

F or ran ch ers  an d  cow boys, th e  S ou thw est w as full of 
possibility. T here w ere  vast farm lands and  w ide-open  
cattle ranges. R anches w ere big; tow ns w ere  sm all and  

far apart. A  fella could do  well fo r h im sell—and  he could  get a 
little lonely.

To let a  person  go on feeling lonely ju st did no t seem  righ t 
a ro u n d  these parts. In the  past, the  g ran d  ranches o f w est Texas 
th rew  open th e ir doors a t C hristm as, b ring ing  ranchers, cow boys, 
an d  tow nspeople from  miles a round  to g eth er for rollicking 
C hristm as dances. A nd th a t g racious a ttitu d e  continues today.

Early  celebrations
In  the early  days o f Texas, a  Colonel an d  M rs. G oodnigh t 

w elcom ed as m any  as 175 guests from  across the w est Texas 
panhand le  to  feast a t long tables laden  w ith  roast beef, w ild 
turkey, antelope, and  all k inds o f cakes, pies, and  C hristm as 
sweets. E ach  year, the N ussbaum  b ro th ers  o f w est Texas held 
a  "p ro trac ted ” C hristm as dance at th e ir W hite  D eer R anch. 
C ow boys an d  local girls danced  till early  m orning  to  the  m usic



o f a  b ig-city  o rchestra , b reak ing  only to  refresh  th e ir energy  and  
th e ir sp irits a t lavishly sp read  tables.

D ances, a t the  W hite D eer R anch  o r a t a n e ig h b o r’s home, 
w ere  the  social event loved b y  all in early  Texas and  O klahom a. 
In  tru e  S ou thw est style, everyone w as welcom e, everyone h ad  a 
dance partner, and  even the shyest girl or m ost aw k w ard  fellow 
w as pulled  ou t onto  the  floor. T hese folks kn ew  a  th ing  o r tw o 
ab o u t loneliness, an d  th ey  w ere n o t abou t to  cause it for anyone.

A couple dressed in period 
garb waltzes after the 
Grand March of the 
Cowboys' Christmas Ball 
at Pioneer Hall in Anson, 
Texas.

Christmas today
C hristm as on the Texas P anhand le  to d ay  continues to  be a  

triu m p h  fo r C hristm as cheer. Folks are few  an d  fa r betw een, 
b u t th ey  k n o w  ho w  to  find C hristm as to g e th er in  C im arron  
County, O klahom a.

K enton, the  w este rn m o st to w n  in C im arron  C ounty, the 
w este rn m o st p a r t o f the  O k lah o m a P anhand le, is sm all by  

any  stan d ard , w ith  a  popu lation  o f 42. Still, K en to n — 
located 6 m iles from  the  C olorado border, 2 miles from  
th e  N ew  M exico border, 28 miles from  Texas, an d  50 

m iles from  K ansas — can d raw  a  c row d  for C hristm as. 
E ach  y e a r  m ore th an  200 long-d istance neighbors 

g a th e r a t an  old, w ooden-floored , four-room  
form er schoolhouse in K enton  for an  "o ld-tim ey” 

C hristm as party .
Like the  early  settlers before them , these 

panhand lers  still know  how  to  m ake th e ir ow n 
fun. A t the K enton party, children dressed  in 

th e ir C hristm as best recite poem s o r sing solos. 
T here  is a  string  band, a p iano player, caroling, 
p len ty  o f C hristm as fare, a  p inon  tree  s trung  
w ith  popcorn , and loads o f C hristm as cheer. 
E ven  S an ta  C laus finds his w ay  to  th e  old 
school w ith  a  sack o f trea ts in tow. A nd there 
is alw ays a  su rp rise  in store: a  C hristm as 
poem  w ritten  by  a local cowboy, a  nativ ity  
scene w ith  ca rd b o ard  anim als and  local W ise 
M en, o r m aybe a choir singing "H om e on the 
R ange ” to  fiddle accom panim ent.

T he Cowboys' Christmas Ball
In  1885, M . G. R hodes, th e  p ro p rie to r of 

the  M o rn in g  S ta r H otel in A nson, Texas, a  tiny  
cow  tow n o f tw o  dozen inhabitan ts, h ad  a  
w onderfu l idea. H e  circu lated  w o rd  from  one



cow  cam p to the nex t ab o u t “g reat doings ” a t the  M orn ing  
Star. H e d eco rated  the  hotel w ith  m istletoe an d  C hristm as 
trim m ings; h ired  a caller to  d irec t dances; and  b ro u g h t in 
fiddle, tam bourine, and  banjo  p layers to  set a  lively pace. H e 
did all this in  the  nam e o f the  first C ow boys’
C hristm as Ball.

L adies an d  cow hands, de ligh ted  a t the  inv i
tation , rode in  from  isolated farm s an d  ranches 
d ressed  to  a  tee to  dance the  square, V irginia 
reel, schottische, an d  heel-and-toe polka. A 
m uch-loved  an n u a l trad itio n  w as bo rn . W hen, 
in its second  o r th ird  year, the  C hristm as ball 
w as held  in  h o n o r o f a  p o p u la r cow hand 's 
m arriage, th a t  becam e a lasting  p a r t o f the  fun.
N ew lyw ed  couples w ere  chosen to  lead off the 
dancing  ever after.

Today th e  C ow boys’ C hristm as Ball d raw s 
ce lebran ts from  everyw here in  Texas and  
beyond. T he M o rn in g  S ta r  H o tel is gone — 
lost to  a f ire —b u t a  new  stone P ioneer H all, 
b u ilt in  1934 for th is specific purpose, w elcom es 
a capacity  c ro w d  o f 850 to  A n so n ’s th ree -d ay  
C ow boys’ C hristm as Ball reen ac tm en t on the  
w eek en d  before C hristm as.

M o d ern  cow boys squire ladies w earing  
period  dresses o f the  1880’s ab o u t the  floor. The 
couples dance squares an d  reels and, these days, p len ty  of 
Texas tw o-steps. N ew lyw ed  couples still are invited  to  
lead the  opening m arch. W ith  m ore th an  1,000 requests for 
tickets, som e sen t a  y ea r in advance, th e  Texas C ow boys’ 
C hristm as Ball A ssociation m em bers w o n d er if th ey  should 
bu ild  a b igger hall.

Folks gather at Christmas
time to share western-style 
poetry, singin', and pictures 
at the Desert Caballeros 
Western Museum in Wick- 
enburg, Arizona.

PO ETRY/ SIN O IN ", A N D  PICTURES
F o r cow boys w ho  are likely to  feel a  poem  com ing on at 

C hristm as, W ickenburg , Arizona, p resen ts  its annual C ow 
boy  C hristm as get-together, a  w eekend  o f "poetry, sing in ’, 
and  p ic tu re s.”

O n  th e  first w eekend  in  D ecem ber, cow boy an d  cow girl 
p o e ts—and  folks ju st h a n k e rin ’ to  h ea r som e good w estern  
verse an d  story telling—g ath er a t the  D ese rt C aballeros W est
ern  M useum  in  W ickenburg . Som e cow boys sing th e ir verse 
w hile o thers recite against a  changing back d ro p  o f w este rn  
scenery. W ith  ribbons to  w in  an d  fun  to  be had, as m any  as



30 poets an d  a  crow d o f 1,500 have gathered  a t the C ow boy 
C hristm as event th a t gets b igger an d  b e tte r every  year.

Before the S a tu rd ay  m orn ing  p o e try  perform ances, th ere  is 
a  trad itional cookout b reak fast w ith  p len ty  o f h o t coffee and  
biscuits. B etw een readings, cow boys and  cow girls to u r the 
m useum ’s w este rn  exhibits o r take in a  “ranch  album  " video. 
L ate S a tu rd ay  night, cow boy storytellers com pete w ith  rousing  
renditions o f “rea l” experiences on the  range du rin g  the W ild 
C ow  Tales C ontest. S unday  m orning, the  C ow boy C hristm as 
conference closes w ith  a  ranch-sty le ou td o o r w orsh ip  service.

Shooting in  Christmas
W hile p len ty  o f old-tim e cow boys had  p o e try  in th e ir hearts, 

th ey  also h ad  guns in th e ir holsters. C hristm as cheer on the

cne Autry: Christmas 
Cowboy

With his 1949 hit recording of "Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer," Gene Autry roped Christmas and cowboys to
gether forever.

Born in Tioga Springs, Texas, in 1907, Autry worked 
on his uncle's ranch in Oklahoma before a stint on the 
radio in Tulsa launched his career as America's favorite 
singing cowboy. Then came Christmas. The 1947 classic, 
"Here Comes Santa Claus," which Autry co-wrote and sang, 
became a platinum seller and part of every child's personal 
repertoire. Next Autry recorded "Rudolph," which sold 25 
million copies—more than any other Christmas song ex
cept "White Christmas." In 1950, he followed this hit with 
"Frosty the Snowman." In all, this lanky gentleman cowboy 
with his white Stetson hat and big Texas grin starred in 
nearly 100 films. He wrote or co-wrote more than 200 songs 
and recorded 635, earning the 1991 Lifetime Achievement 
Award from the Songwriters Hall of Fame,

How cowboy was Christmas for Autry? Witness "The 
Night Before Christmas, In Texas That Is" from the album 
Gene Autry's Christmas Favorites (CBS, Inc.).



range w as loud. M an y  guns w ere fired  in celebration, and  
firew orks, hom em ade o r im ported, w ere  as trad itional as carols.

N orw eg ian  settlers w h o  cam e to  cen tra l Texas in  the  mid- 
1800 s are c red ited —m aybe b lam ed —w ith  in troducing  a 
C hristm as custom  th a t row d y  cow boys quick ly  took  to  heart. 
A ncien t N o rse  superstition  held  th a t w itches w an d ered  the 
countryside on C hristm as Eve. To chase off lu rk ing  evil spirits, 
y o u n g  m en w ou ld  creep up  outside houses an d  shoot th e ir 
guns.

If  th ey  w an ted  to  aim  a t som ething, shooters in the  old 
S ou thw est could  join in  a C hristm as h u n t o r shooting contest. 
T hey  still can. In  R aton, N ew  M exico, and  in places th ro u g h 
ou t the  Southw est, trad itional hun tin g  an d  shooting contests 
are an  annual holiday trad ition .

The Night Before Christmas, In Texas That Is
'Twas the night before Christmas in Texas, you know,
Way out on the prairie, without any snow.

Asleep in their cabin were Buddy and Sue,
A'dreamin' of Christmas, like me and you.

Not stockings, but boots at the foot of their bed,
For this was in Texas, what more need be said.

When all of a sudden from out the still night,
There came such a ruckus it gave me a fright.

And I saw 'cross the prairie like a shot from a gun,
A loaded up buckboard come out at a run.

The driver was geein' and hawin' with will,
And horses, not reindeer, he drove with such skill.

C'mon, Buck and Poncho, and Prince to the right,
There'll be plenty travelin' for you all tonight.

The driver, in Levis and a shirt that was red,
Had a 10-gallon Stetson on top of his head.

As he stepped from his buckboard he was really a sight,
A beard and a moustache so curly and white.

As he burst in the cabin, the children awoke,
And were both so astonished that neither one spoke.

And he filled up their boots with such presents galore 
That neither could think of a single thing more.

When Buddy recovered the use of his jaws,
He asked in a whisper, "Are you Santa Claus?"

"Am I the real Santa? Well, what do you think?"
And he smiled as he gave a mysterious wink.

Then he leaped in the buckboard and said in his drawl, f *
"To the children of Texas, Merry Christmas, you all!"

"The Night Before Christmas, In Texas That Is"
Words and Music by Leon Harris Jr. and Bob Miller
© Copyright 1951 mca music publishing, a division of mca inc. Copyright Renewed.
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. INTERNATIONAL COPYRIGHT SECURED. USED BY PERMISSION.
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Lighting th 
Western Siscy

T he s ta rs  shine big an d  b r ig h t o v er th e  A m erican  
S o u th w est. A nd  so do C h ris tm as lights. E v e ry 
w here , dazzling  d isp lays o f e lec tric  b u lbs fill the  

d a rk  D ecem b er sky  w ith  ho liday  ch eer as S o u th w este rn e rs  
s trin g  th e ir  hom es, businesses, an d  to w n s w ith  ligh ts o f 
m any  colors.

Fa n t a s y  of L ights
T he citizens o f Tem pe ligh t u p  th e ir  to w n  in style d u rin g  

an  am azing  th ree -m o n th  ex trav ag an za . T hey  d ra p e  d o w n 
to w n  Tem pe alone in m ore th a n  100,000 lights. T h en  th ey  
stage a  seem ingly  end less party .

S ta tis tics  te ll th e  Tem pe festival sto ry : 8 ,523 m iles o f 
ligh ts ou tline  65 d o w n to w n  bu ild ings. M o re  th an  500,000 
peop le  a tten d  th e  222 official events. D u rin g  th e  open ing



More than 100,000 lights illuminate downtown Tempe 
during the town's Festival of Lights Christmas celebration.
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cerem onies, a  firew o rk s d isp lay  exp lodes every  4 .83  sec
onds. Finally, in a  c ity  w h e re  th e  average D ecem b er d a y 
tim e te m p e ra tu re  is 73.4° F, 10 to n s o f real snow  are 
d u m p ed  for snow ball th ro w in g  an d  snow m an  bu ild ing  
d u rin g  th e  festiva l’s “S now  D a z e ” event.

As p a r t  o f  th e  festival, th e  K ris K ringle M a rk e t—m  the 
style o f th e  trad itio n a l B av arian  ligh ted  o u td o o r m ark e t
p la c e — p re sen ts  th e  h a n d iw o rk  o f local a rtisan s. N e x t d o o r 
to  Tem pe, th e  P h o en ix  D e se rt B o tan ical G a rd en s  hosts  its 
beau tifu l trad itio n a l ligh ts display, "N oches de las L u m inar- 
ia s ,” a n d  th e  P h o en ix  Z oo ad d s to  th e  fun  w ith  “Z oo 
L ig h ts !” ev ery  n ig h t d u rin g  th e  C h ris tm as season.

N atural Christmas beau ty
E ach  year, th o u san d s  d rive  o r stro ll th ro u g h  H o n o r 

H e ig h ts  P a rk  in  M uskogee , O k lah o m a, to  v iew  th e  120- 
ac re  p a r k ’s lovely  azalea b u sh es in  b loom . N o w  th ey  are

At Honor Heights Park in Muskogee, 
Oklahoma, tiny bulbs depict wildlife 
and outline the park's natural beauty 
as part of its "Garden of Lights" 
Christmas celebration.



Ornaments and holiday 
gift items crafted by Na
tive American artists re
veal the beauty of com
bining native traditions 
with modern Christmas 
customs.

com ing  in m uch  g re a te r  n u m b ers  to  see th e  p a rk ’s C h ris t
m astim e “G ard en  o f L ights. ”

This light show  is a  n a tu ra l w onder. T here  a re  no  lighted 
candy  canes, elves, o r snow m en. R ather, the  p a rk ’s bushes 
flow er w ith  lights everyw here. L ights also w rap  tree  b ran ch es 
and  outline a  200-foot w aterfa ll, ce lebrating  the  p a r k ’s n a tu ra l 
beauty . T he only  ligh ted  figures a re  deer, squ irre ls, rabb its, 
an d  ch ild ren —all beings th a t are n a tu ra l to  the  p ark . In  lights 
overhead , th ree  g racefu l w h ite  doves seem  to fly across the 
park , m agically  d eco ra ting  it as th ey  pass.

In  th e  p a rk ’s F ive C ivilized Tribes M useum , v isito rs find 
h an d c ra fted  o rn am en ts an d  ho liday  gift 
item s c rea ted  b y  local N a tiv e  A m erican  
artis ts  w h o  use only  n a tu ra l m aterials.

Red Rock Fa n t a s y
W ith  sp ec tacu la r C hristm as ligh t 

d isp lays set aga inst th e  to w erin g  b eau ty  o f 
Sedona, A rizo n a ’s red  rocks, fan tasy  seem s 
th e  p erfec t nam e. F rom  T hanksg iv ing  until 
m id -Jan u ary , Los A brigados, a  22-acre 
village-sty le re so rt set a long  a  c reek  s u r
ro u n d e d  by  m ajestic red  ro ck  canyon  w alls, 
ligh ts up  C hristm as w ith  its R ed  R ock  
Fantasy .

T he re so rt p re sen ts  m ore th an  60 g litte r
ing ligh t displays, fea tu rin g  S ou thw estern , 
religious, trad itiona l, an d  fam o u s-ch arac ter 
them es. D u rin g  the  ho liday  season, the  
pub lic  is w elcom e to  stro ll th ro u g h  the  
re so rt an d  take  in  the  1-m illion-lights show, 
th en  stop  for a  ch es tn u t roast, take  a  horse- 
d raw n  w agon  ride, m eet S an ta , listen  to  
o ld -fash ioned  carolers, o r  v isit the  re s o r t’s 
oversized  g in g erb read  house. V isitors are 
free to  sim ply linger an d  look  o r to  top  off 
th e  evening  w ith  a ho liday  to as t o r d in n e r a t 
Los A brigados.

V olunteer  spirit shines bright
In  O k lah o m a, th e  C h ick ash a  F estival 

o f L igh ts is a  s igh t to  see: 1.5 m illion  tin y  
ligh ts set C h ick ash a ’s S h an o an  S prings 
P a rk  spark ling . H e re  v isito rs  find  lig h ted



Symbolically lighting the 
way to Bethlehem, San 
Antonio's Paseo del Rio, 
or River Walk, is a breath
taking sight at Christmas.

d an cers  floating  on a  lake; th e  T hree  W ise M en; a n d  S an ta  
gallop ing  on h o rseb ack . A n o th e r 1.5 m illion ligh ts shine 
th ro u g h o u t five n e ig h b o rh o o d s su rro u n d in g  the  p a rk . It 
is h a rd  to  m iss th e  p a rk  th an k s  to  "A m erica’s T allest C h ris t
m as T ree ,” a  16-story  s tru c tu re  s tru n g  in  20,000 ligh ts 
d u rin g  th e  ho lidays, w h ich  rem ains s tan d in g  th ro u g h o u t 
th e  year.

N am ed  1995 O k lah o m a  E v en t o f th e  Year, th e  C hick- 
ash a  F estiva l o f  L igh ts is also a top  to u r  recom m endation  
o f th e  A m erican  B us A ssocia tion . N o  w onder. S h an o an  
S p rin g s P a rk ’s lig h t-d ren ch ed  "C rysta l B rid g e ’’ a lone is 
w o rth  th e  trip .

E v en  m ore im pressive th an  its aw ard -w in n in g  C h ris t
m as ligh ts d isp lay  is the  m ig h ty  v o lu n tee r effo rt th a t  p u ts  
C h ick ash a  in  lights. M o re  th a n  800 to w n sp eo p le  tu rn  o u t to



tu rn  on th e  ligh ts. S en io r citizens check  th e  bu lbs, te e n 
agers bu ild  scaffolding, an d  re s id en ts  hav e  ra ised  $90,000 
to  su p p o rt th e  C h ris tm as display. A n d  C h ic k a sh a ’s C h ris t
m as ch eer is long  lasting . T he to w n ’s re s id en ts  a re  p ro u d  
to  say  th a t th e y  a re  now  u sing  th a t sam e team w o rk  to  do 
o th e r th in g s fo r th e ir  com m u n ity  th ro u g h o u t th e  year.

F iesta  de las Lu m inarias
O n  w eek en d  evenings ju s t befo re  C hristm as, S an  A n to 

nio p laces th o u san d s  o f g low ing  lu m in arias  along  its b e a u 
tifu l d o w n to w n  Paseo  del Rio, o r R iv er W alk . T he ligh ts 
sym bolically  ligh t th e  w ay  fo r th e  H o ly  F am ily ’s jo u rn ey  to  
B eth lehem . A d d ed  to  th e  50,000 tin y  b lue, red , an d  g reen  
ligh ts h an g in g  from  th e  pecan , cypress, an d  m agnolia  trees 
overhead , th e  little  row s o f cand les m  p a p e r  sacks p re se n t a 

b re a th ta k in g  display.
E v ery  even ing  b e tw een  T h an k sg iv in g  

an d  C h ristm as, ca ro le rs  c ru ise  th e  R iver 
W alk , filling  th e  a ir  w ith  h o lid ay  cheer. 
M o re  th a n  185 school, ch u rch , an d  co m 
p a n y  ch o ra l g ro u p s  tak e  p a r t  in  th e  h o li
d ay  b o a t ca ro lin g  even t. T he R iv er W alk  
h o lid ay  ce leb ra tio n  o pens w ith  a lig h tin g  
ce rem o n y  a n d  riv e rb o a t p a ra d e  in  late 
N ovem ber. S an ta  h im se lf a rriv es  w ith  the  
p a rad e , rid in g  on a flo w er-s trew n  barge .

D e co ra tin g  th e  h o lid ay  season  w ith  
ligh ts  has becom e a tra d itio n  fo r all w h o  
ce leb ra te  C h ris tm as. F o r  m any, th e  lights 
re p re se n t th e  s ta r  th a t  led  th e  W ise  M en  
to  th e  stab le  in  B eth leh em  w h e re  J e s u s  
w as b o rn . A n d  in  an  effo rt to  sym bolize 
th is  re m in d e r of th e  tru e  m ean in g  o f 
C h ristm as, S o u th w es te rn e rs  lig h t u p  
th e ir  p o rtio n  o f th e  ea rth  in th e ir  ow n 
u n iq u e  style. L ike th e  S ta r  o f  B eth lehem , 
th e  lig h ts  of th e  A m erican  S o u th w es t 
gu ide th e  w ay  fo r th o se  w h o  w a n t to  ce le
b ra te  C h ris tm as S o u th w es te rn  style.

River  of lights
In  the  early  evening d a rk  o f a late D e 

cem ber night, the  so u th ern  Rio G ran d e  
R iver n ea r S un land  P ark , N ew  M exico,

■
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Local artist George Gon
zalez sets a farolito afloat 
on the Rio Grande River 
near Sunland Park, New 
Mexico. Gonzalez began 
the Christmastime tradi
tion of setting the river 
aglow more than 10 
years ago.

spark les w ith  a simple, an d  sim ply am azing, celebration  of 
C hristm as.

F o llow ing  a tra d itio n  s ta r te d  b y  local a r tis t  G eorge 
G onzalez, a  v o lu n tee r a rm y  o f ch ild ren  an d  ad u lts  from  
S u n la n d  P a rk  sets free  in  th e  r iv e r a fa ro lito  flo tilla  o f 
th o u san d s  o f lig h ted  vo tive can d les w ra p p e d  in  tin y  h a n d 
m ade foil floats. R es tin g  ag a in s t th e  m an y  san d b a rs  th a t 
d o t th e  r iv e r in  w in te r  o r slow ly m oving  a lo n g  w ith  th e  
shallow  r iv e r ’s cu rre n t, th e  m ore th a n  4 ,000  glow ing, tw in 
k ling  ligh ts a re  a  m agical sight.

E v ery  b it as m oving  is th e  v o lu n tee r e ffo rt b eh in d  the  
g low ing  riv e r display . T he r iv e r cand les w ere  firs t lau n ch ed  
m ore th a n  10 y e a rs  ago b y  G onzalez as a  g estu re  o f th an k s  
fo r th e  b lessings in  his life. D ev o tio n  to  th e  d isp lay  qu ick ly  
sp read . T oday  a h o st o f v o lu n tee rs  collect cand les th ro u g h 
o u t th e  y e a r  an d  m ake the  b o a ts  in  p re p a ra tio n  fo r th e  last 
S a tu rd a y  n ig h t befo re  C hristm as.

T he star of the 
Lone Star State

E l P a so ’s S ta r  on  th e  M o u n ta in  firs t tw in k led  on a 
C hristm astim e n ig h t in  1940. T oday  th e  big, b r ig h t s ta r  
sh ines o u t every  n ig h t o f th e  y e a r  over T exas’s “S ta r  City. ”



T he E l Paso  E lec tric  C o m p an y  p u t th a t  firs t sm all s ta r 
on  th e  sou th  side o f F ran k lin  M o u n ta in  o verlook ing  El 
P aso . T roub le w as, it w as on ly  50 feet w ide, an d  its red  
b u lb s  b are ly  cou ld  be seen  from  th e  h ig h w ay  below . T hen  
it seem ed  as th o u g h  th e  en d  h ad  com e w h e n  th e  s ta r ’s 
ligh ts q u ick ly  b lew  o u t in a storm .

B u t the  S ta r  on the  M o u n ta in  had  ch a rm ed  th e  city  
o f E l Paso. S oon a  bigger, b e tte r  s ta r  w as in  th e  w o rk s . By 
1946, a  s ta r  459 feet long  an d  278 feet w ide m ade o f 459 
w h ite  b u lb s —the sam e as to d a y ’s s ta r—w as re ad y  fo r 
C hristm as.

F ro m  its lo fty  p o sitio n  n e a r  th e  m o u n ta in to p , th e  s ta r  
can  be seen from  th e  east fo r 100 m iles from  th e  a ir  and  
30 m iles from  th e  g ro u n d . L ike a  rea l star, th e  E l P aso  
s ta r  is u sed  b y  p ilo ts  as a  n av ig a tio n  p o in t. S ince W o rld  
W a r II, it has been  lig h ted  ev e ry  C h ris tm as. T he s ta r  also 
re m a in ed  lit all th ro u g h  th e  Iran  h o stag e  crisis and  la te r 
th ro u g h o u t th e  G u lf  W a r in su p p o rt o f A m erican  tro o p s. 
In  re cen t y ea rs , th e  s ta r  is ligh ted  ev e ry  n ig h t from  6 p.m . 
u n til m id n ig h t, sen d in g  o u t a  C h ris tm as  m essage o f hope 
all th ro u g h  th e  year.

O h , Christmas derrick/
O h / Christmas derrick

K ilgore, Texas, is p ro u d  o f its p a s t as an  oil boom  tow n, 
an d  th a t p rid e  shines b r ig h t a t C hristm as.

In  1930 th is  little  c ity  sa t a t th e  ce n te r  o f the  E as t 
Texas oil ru sh . B ack  th en , m ore th a n  1,200 oil d e rrick s  
s tood  w ith in  th e  K ilgore city  lim its. E n tre p re n e u rs  even 
d rilled  th ro u g h  the  floor o f th e  K ilgore N a tio n a l B an k  in 
sea rch  o f oil.

T oday  th e  th ree  tall d errick s , w h ich  rem ain  a t th e  cen 
te r  o f  to w n  — s tru n g  w ith  ligh ts an d  w earin g  a "M erry  
C h ris tm a s” b a n n e r  an d  a  s ta r  on to p  — stan d  as K ilg o re ’s 
com m u n ity  C h ris tm as tree . O n  every  d o w n to w n  s tree t 
corner, an d  on m an y  co rn ers  th ro u g h o u t K ilgo re’s n e ig h 
bo rh o o d s, six -foo t m etal d e rrick  rep licas a re  being  p e rm a 
n en tly  p o sitio n ed  as a  c ityw ide sa lu te  to  the  p ast. E ach  
co rn e r  d e rrick  w ears  a  s ta r  a t C hristm as.

"T he W o rld ’s R ichest A c re ,” a city -b lock -sized  section 
o f K ilgore th a t h o s ted  tw o  dozen  w o rk in g  w ells d u rin g  
K ilg o re ’s heyday, is no w  p re se rv ed  as a p a rk . H ere , too, 
b r ig h t C h ris tm as ligh ts b rin g  a festive g low  to  th e  oil w ell 
w orks.



Big City and 
Small Town 
Celebrations

They  looked a t the  b a rren  d ese rt vistas w ith  th e ir ragged  
m esquite trees an d  p inon  pine, a t the  ro ck y  canyons 
an d  open  plains, a t th e  w ide, s ta rry  sky, an d  th ey  saw  

C hristm as. W ith  the perfec t setting  a t han d  an d  C hristm as in 
th e ir  hearts , S ou th w estern ers  qu ick ly  began  crea ting  B ethle- 
hem s o f th e ir  own.

T he Cit y  of Bethlehem
A  beloved  trad itio n  w as b o rn  in  M ad rid , N ew  M exico, in 

1927. T he once-boom ing m ining com m unity  w as floundering. 
W o rk  w as slow ing a t th e  m ine and  spirits w ere  low  w h en  a 
g roup  o f m iners dec ided  to b rin g  C hristm as to  life.

W h a t s ta rted  w ith  a  few  people an d  a few  lights, w ith in  
a  few  y ea rs  h ad  g ro w n  in to  an  all-tow n celebration . M oved 
to  a n ea rb y  canyon, M a d rid ’s C hristm as d isp lay  becam e a 
life-sized, realistic depiction  o f th e  life o f C hrist. A  visit to  
M a d r id ’s B ethlehem  becam e an  annual C hristm as pilgrim age 
for people from  m any  miles a round .

B y 1947, the failed m ine h ad  left M ad rid  a  n ea r ghost 
tow n. Still, N ew  M ex ico ’s B eth lehem  w as alive w ith

I
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From the smallest pueblo to the largest city, citizens of the Southwest celebrate a 
Christmas that rejoices in the diversity of their cultures. Here, Santa Claus joins in 
a Christmas Day buffalo dance in the San lldefonso Pueblo of New Mexico.



C hristm as sp irit—in a  n ew  hom e. T he new ly  form ed Lions 
C lub  o f R aton, N ew  M exico, a  sm all to w n  in the  S angre  de 
C risto  M oun tains, took  up  the  M ad rid  trad ition . W ith  the  su p 
p o rt o f the  en tire  to w n  an d  cooperation  from  local businesses, 
the  R aton  L ions C lub  gave the  trad itio n  a p ro u d  new  life.

L ocated  in C lim ax C anyon  a t the  edge o f tow n, R a to n ’s 
“C ity  o f B eth lehem ” p resen ts  an  o u td o o r ligh ted  sequence 
o f the  events su rro u n d in g  the b irth  o f C hrist. F o r nearly  50 
years, th o u san d s o f people have trav e rsed  from  afar to  pass by  
th e  tru m p etin g  angel a t th e  c ity ’s gate an d  follow  the  circu lar 
drive th ro u g h  th e  canyon, v iew ing scores o f scenes from  the  
C hristm as s to ry  as th ey  listen  to  C hristm as music.

In 1983, M ad rid , w h ich  has been  re b o rn  as an  artis ts ' 
enclave, rev ived  its C hristm as trad itio n . N o w  on the  first 
and  second w eekends in D ecem ber, th e  to w n  hosts a  holiday 
open  house. B eginning  a t the  end  o f N ovem ber, th e  to w n  
lights u p  m uch  as it d id  in the  1930’s. M o re  th an  6,000 lights, 
along  w ith  an  artific ial tree  a to p  a m o u n ta in  sou th  o f tow n, 
a re  illum inated  ev ery  even ing  in to  early  J a n u a ry .

Children get in  the act
Possibly  the  m ost charm ing  C hristm as reen ac tm en t is the 

L iving C hristm as P ag ean t p resen ted  by  the ch ild ren  o f Boys 
R anch  Town, a  B ap tist hom e fo r ch ildren  in E dm ond, O k la 
hom a. F o r th ree  n ights on the  first w eekend  in D ecem ber, 
v isito rs can drive th ro u g h  the  ran ch  to  v iew  10 scenes from  
th e  life o f C h ris t an d  listen to  a  tap ed  narra tio n . C h ild ren  at 
the  ran ch  create  the  settings, an d  th ey  b rin g  the  scenes to  life.

T he Boys R anch  pageant, a  trad itio n  fo r m ore th an  tw o 
decades, d raw s large crow ds o f v isitors and  is eagerly  an tic i
p a ted  b y  the  ch ild ren  a t th e  ran ch  each year. P ag ean t fun  is 
sp read in g  th ro u g h  the  state, w ith  o th er B ap tist ch ild ren ’s 
hom es now  staging perfo rm ances o f th e ir own.

T he W onderland  Express
C hugging  m ore th an  40,000 actual m iles—th a t is 2,000,000 

scale miles to  th e  tra in s—aro u n d  an d  th ro u g h  th e  track s in 
th e ir  delightful tin y  w orld , th e  G alleria W o n d erlan d  E xpress 
locom otives hau l all k inds o f happ iness to  Texas ch ild ren  every  
C hristm as.

T exas’s largest ho liday  tra in  exh ib it fea tu res 23 locom otives 
an d  m ore th an  400 cars laid ou t in a  6 ,500-p lus-square-foot 
re ta il space in  D a lla s’s G alleria  shopp ing  center. T he tra in s  
speed  over a  realistically  detailed  rou te, trave ling  from  the



R ocky  M o u n ta in s  to  the  city  o f D allas, steam ing  across open 
plains, th ro u g h  small co u n try  tow ns, u n d e r bridges, th ro u g h  
tunnels, an d  alongside tow ering  p ine  trees. F o r the  deligh t 
o f visitors, charm ing  su rprises aw ait. F o r exam ple, a t the  
drive-in  th ea te r  the  classic “I t ’s a W onderfu l L ife’’ is playing. 
H eart-w arm in g  details such as th is  a re  alw ays 
being added , w hich  keeps th is  a  "m ust-see” 
trad itio n  y e a r  a fte r year. E ach  ch ild ’s visit also 
cheers an o th e r child, as p roceeds from  the  
W o n d erlan d  E xpress benefit the  R onald  
M cD o n a ld  H ouse o f D allas, a  charitab le  
foundation  th a t p rov ides su p p o rt fo r critically 
ill ch ild ren  an d  th e ir  families. O p en  from  mid- 
N o v em b er th ro u g h  the  first w eek  in Jan u a ry , 
th e  G alleria  W o n d erlan d  E x p ress  tra in s  are 
en joyed b y  m ore th an  100,000 v isitors each 
year. In  th e ir  first seven y ea rs  o f service, the 
tra in s  have ra ised  m ore th an  $1.5 million.

A  Christmas apple festival
T here  a re  apples, apple cider, apple pie, 

apple cobbler, an d  m ore ap p les—the m ore 
the  m errie r for a  C hristm as celebration  in 
W illcox, A rizona. O n  the first w eek en d  in 
D ecem ber, th is sou theast A rizona tow n 
invites th e  w o rld  to  the an n u a l W illcox 
C hristm as A pple Festival.

W illcox residen ts  stage a  C hristm as p a 
rad e  an d  tree  lighting, an  a r ts  an d  crafts fair, 
a  cooking-w ith-apples contest, an d  a  holiday 
bazaar. A pples a re  ev e ry w h ere—apples to  eat, 
to  p u t on y o u r  tree , to  han g  from  y o u r  ears.
T here  are  apples ca rved  from  w o o d  and  
apples c rocheted  onto  pillows.

T he apples a re  harvested  in  early  fall, so w h y  an  apple 
festival a t C hristm as? A pples a re  all red  and  g reen  an d  shiny 
like C hristm as decorations. A nd, well, “I t ’s a  g rea t excuse to  
have a  party , ” confess the  tow nsfolk . In  W illcox, apples are 
cause fo r celebration. W hen the  gra in  m ark e t failed y ea rs  
ago, local farm ers found  the  soil, sun, an d  u n d erg ro u n d  
w a te r—com bined w ith  the chill o f a  4,100-foot elevation — 
perfec t fo r g row ing  all k inds o f apples. A nd  w h a t apples th ey  
a r e ! All th a t sun  gives a  W illcox apple a  su g ar con ten t tw o  to  
four p ercen t h igher th an  any  o th er apple in the  w orld.

Angels descend from on 
high before onlookers to 
the "City of Bethlehem" 
display in the New 
Mexico town of Raton. 
The display, which is 
located in Climax Canyon, 
is the town's premier 
event at Christmastime.



Phantom Ranch, 
tucked away at the 
bottom of the Grand 
Canyon, offers a 
unique, meditative 
Christmas getaway.

Grand Canyon Christmas
The Grand Canyon, one of the most spectacular canyons in the 

world, cuts right through northwestern Arizona in Grand Canyon 
National Park. The canyon extends 277 miles and is 1 mile deep. By 
anyone's standard, the Grand Canyon is a majestic sight. It seems 
almost obvious that Christmas here would be very special indeed.

At the Shrine of Ages, an interfaith religious center at the edge 
of the pine forest and only a few hundred yards from the Grand 
Canyon's rim, hundreds of candles glow in celebration each Christ
mas Eve. About 350 people gather for the interdenominational 
candlelight service held early on Christmas Eve. There are park 
rangers and their families, people from the nearby Grand Canyon 
Village, and people who come from all over the West and all over 
the world to be here on this night. The Shrine's floor-to-ceiling 
window brings the beauty of the Canyon close as worshipers hear 
the Christmas story, hold candles, and sing carols. A second, smaller 
service follows at 11:30 p.m., for people seeking a quiet, meditative 
Christmas moment.



Worshipers to the Shrine of Ages, an 
interfaith religious center located just 
yards from the Canyon's rim, gather 
for an interdenominational candle
light service on Christmas Eve.

Phantom Ranch, which sits where three 
trails meet along a clear, cold stream at the 
bottom of the Grand Canyon, is booked 
months in advance for Christmas Eve. All 92 
rental beds, every cabin, and every space in 
the bunkhouses is taken. Visitors come from 
all over, making reservations as early as a year 
in advance, to spend Christmas in this unique 
getaway. To reach the ranch, lodgers must 
ride mules or walk down a twisting trail that 
drops more than a mile in elevation. The ranch 
boasts no gaily trimmed tree, no pile of pre
sents, no grand Christmas dinner; just a com
mune with the Canyon.

Why do visitors come here from around 
the world, Christmas after Christmas? Some 
say it is to get away from the commercial trap
pings of Christmas. Others talk about renewal and reflection. For all, 
it is a chance to feel the spirit of Christmas while surrounded by the 
overwhelming beauty of the Grand Canyon.



T he glorious “M essiah”
Tulsa residen ts  claim  th a t th e ir c ity  hosts th e  u ltim ate 

p erfo rm ance o l G eorge F rideric  H a n d e l’s o ra to rio  Meddiah. 
A nd  w ith  good reason . F o r 75 years, th e  F irs t L u th eran  
C h u rch  o f T ulsa has been  staging a  Meddiah th a t  g row s m ore 
com plex an d  insp iring  each year.

Since its first p re sen ta tio n  in 1921, th e  ch u rch  has never 
m issed a C hristm as Meddiah. E ven  w h en  the  bass singers 
w ere  overseas d u rin g  W o rld  W a r II, p a r ts  w ere  rew orked  
fo r w o m en ’s voices, an d  the p erfo rm ance w en t on. In the 
1950’s, the  T ulsa chu rch  began  inviting o th e r a rea  choirs to  
jo in  th e ir p roduction .

Today voices from  16 area  L u th eran  churches com e to 
g e th er in one 170-m em ber choir, su p p o rted  b y  a  20-piece 
o rchestra . B rea th tak in g  an tique  glass slides dep icting  the  life 
o f C h rist a re  p ro jec ted  overhead  d u rin g  the  perfo rm ance. 
T he beau tifu l m usic is in te rsp ersed  w ith  S c rip tu re  read ings 
an d  accom panied  b y  a  costum ed C hristm as pageant.

D eck the trees
In  cities all over th e  S ou thw est, a  F estival o f Trees, 

fea tu rin g  C hristm as trees  d eco ra ted  acco rd ing  to  various 
trad itio n s, is a lovely p a r t  o f  the  C hristm as celebration .

T he P h ilb ro o k  M u seu m  o f A rt in T ulsa tu rn s  up  the 
charm  d u rin g  its Festival o f Trees event. T he trees, spon
so red  b y  local businesses an d  designed  b y  area  artists, range 
from  the  beau tifu l to  th e  beau tifu lly  b izarre . T here  m ight 
be a  tree  co n stru c ted  com pletely o f com pu ter m onitors, a 
recycled  p ro d u c ts  tree, o r  a “tree  ” o f re in d eer an tlers  s tru n g  
all over w ith  C hristm as lights. T he m useum  also p resen ts  
specialty  o rnam en ts h an d cra fted  by fam ous designers. In  
add ition  to  the  trees an d  o rnam ents, m ore th an  125 g in g er
bread creations, h an d cra fted  by  schoolch ildren  an d  some 
o f T ulsa’s finest chefs an d  bakers, m ake up  a g in g erb read  
village as p a r t  o f  the  festival.

Also in O klahom a, a t the  K irk p a trick  C en te r M useum  in 
O k lah o m a City, v isitors can  w alk  th ro u g h  "a b rillian t forest 
o f  tre e s ,” also k now n  as H oliday  Treefest: An In tern a tio n al 
C elebration . E ach  o f the  40 trees on d isp lay  reflects a  specif
ic in te rna tional them e an d  is ad o rn ed  w ith  a t least 900 lights 
an d  350 ornam ents. H oliday  Treefest takes place from  late 
N ovem ber until J a n u a ry  1. A nd  w hile the trees take  cen te r 
stage, n um erous special events entice v isitors o f all ages.



Serving  up Christmas

E arly  settlers in the  S o u th w est kn ew  lean C hristm ases and  
m ade do w ith o u t as they  hom esteaded  on  the  rugged  plains 
o r trav e led  th e  ro u g h  tra il w est. T hey  su rv ived  b y  depend ing  
on one another. T hough  ranches an d  farm s w ere  few  and  far 
betw een , n e ighbor help ing  n e ig h b o r becam e th e ir  w ay  o f life.

Today th a t S o u th w estern  ne ighborly  sp irit lives on, shining 
a  b rig h t w elcom ing light a t C hristm astim e. W h e th e r inviting  
in  friends an d  fam ily o r reach ing  ou t to  a s tran g e r in the 
street, S o u th w est doors open  w ide to  share  C hristm as cheer.
A  h ea rtw arm in g  exam ple o f th is sp irit com es in the form  of 
the Red A ndrew s C hristm as D inner. Fifty-five y ea rs  ago, 
O k lah o m a box ing  an d  w restlin g  p ro m o ter E rn es t “R ed ” A n
drew s to o k  a  look a t the poor boys p a rk in g  cars for his events 
a t the  old S tockyard  C oliseum  in O k lah o m a City. H e decided 
he could  m ake a difference in th e ir lives. R ed  p u t on a C h ris t
m as d in n er to  b ring  cheer to  needy  fam ilies in  O k lah o m a City. 
E v ery  C hristm as D ay  since, the  R ed A ndrew s C hristm as 
D in n e r has been  p rov id ing  p len ty  for all w ho  w a n t to  come.

B y 5:30 a.m . on C hristm as Day, vo lun teers a re  a lready  on

The First Lutheran Church 
of Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
stages a spectacular 
production of George 
Frideric FHandel's oratorio 
"Messiah" every year at 
Christmastime.



hand , offering steam ing  cups o f coffee to  those w aiting  in line 
for th e  R ed A ndrew s C hristm as D inner. By d ay ’s end, 6,000 
to  7,000 people will have d ined  on tu rk ey  an d  all the tr im 
m ings. H ead ing  hom e, th ey  ca rry  bags stuffed  w ith  oranges, 
apples, and  for the  children, new  toys an d  a  p ic tu re  tak en  
w ith  Santa.

T hough  A ndrew s d ied  20 y ea rs  ago, his fam ily an d  scores 
o f co n trib u to rs  an d  vo lun teers keep  u p  the  good w o rk  in his 
nam e. D in n e r guests com e from  all w alks o f life, an d  no one 
is tu rn e d  away.

Christmas on parade
A cross th e  Southw est, everyone is on p arad e  a t C h ris t

m as. F rom  the  w orld-fam ous A d o lp h u s/C h ild ren ’s P arad e  in 
D allas to  m arches th ro u g h  the  tin iest tow ns, p arad es a re  an  
essential p a r t o f C hristm as in every  co rn er o f th e  Southw est.

Mickey Mouse waves to 
onlookers as he floats down 
Commerce Street in Dallas's 
Adolphus/Children's Parade.

“For children only”
T he eyes o f T exas—an d  o f people th e  w o rld  a ro u n d — 

tu rn  to  C om m erce S tree t in D allas on th e  firs t S a tu rd ay  in 
D ecem b er to  see C hristm as com e to  to w n  w ith  th e  A do l
p h u s /C h ild re n ’s C hristm as P arad e . T he only  C hristm as 
p a rad e  designated  “fo r ch ild ren  only, " th o u san d s  in D allas



A  visit from Santa
In  A rizona, S an ta  m akes his firs t visit each y e a r  on  the 

w eek en d  before T hanksg iv ing  a t the  W inslow  C hristm as 
parade. People from  miles a ro u n d  tu rn  o u t to  cheer the 
annual C hristm as parade.

T he sm all-tow n charm  o f W inslow ’s celebration  is h a rd  
to  resist. T here  is a house-decora ting  contest, a h igh-school 
b an d  contest, and  a tree-ligh ting  con test fo r w h ich  each 
school m akes its ow n decorations. As m any  as 120 p arad e  
en tries reg ister each year. S itting  a t the  edge o f “Ind ian  co u n 
try, ” W inslow  also p rom inen tly  featu res N ative  A m erican 
perfo rm ances in  its C hristm as event.

Parading down Main Street
In  the  friendly  to w n  o f W oodw ard , O klahom a, th ey  never 

m iss an  o p p o rtu n ity  to  m arch  dow n  M ain  S treet. W oodw ard , 
w h ich  also hosts the  m ore th an  60-year-old  E lks R odeo  P a 
rade, th ro w s itself into a S an ta-cen tered  C hristm as parade .

W h en  the p a rad e  reaches its m id tow n destination , every 
one, ca rry ing  candles an d  song  sheets, w alks to  S a n ta ’s house 
to  sing carols. W o o d w ard  trad itio n  dictates th a t  all th e  chil
d ren  jingle little bells un til S an ta  rides u p  on his H arley.

a tten d  th e  ev en t an d  w a tch  
on television a ro u n d  the 
w orld .

E very  float an d  ch a rac 
te r  in  the  A dolphus/C hil- 
d re n ’s C hristm as P arad e  is 
designed  w ith  ch ild ren  in 
m ind. S to rybook  an d  m ovie 
“s ta rs” such  as M ickey  
M ouse, B atm an, B arb ie and  
Ken, an d  C ookie M o n ste r can 
be found  on C om m erce S tree t 
d u rin g  the  parade.

S ta rted  nearly  10 y ea rs  ago 
as a  gift to  the  ch ild ren  o f D a l
las from  the  A dolphus H otel, 
the p a rad e  is no w  sponsored  
b y  N e im an -M arcu s an d  the 
C h ild ren ’s M edical C en ter o f D allas. P roceeds from  the 
sponsorsh ip  o f floats, g ian t inflatables, an d  m arch ing  b ands 
all beitefit the  m edical center.

The Adolphus/Children's 
Parade would not be 
complete without the 
arrival of Santa Claus 
riding on his sleigh.



A ll the
Trimmings

Celeb rating  C hristm as ju s t feels rig h t in the  A m eri
can S ou thw est. H o lid ay  taste  trea ts , trim m ings, 
and  trad itio n s  old an d  n ew  sim ply ab o u n d  here.

T he Collin  Street Ba ker y
E ven  those w h o  insist th ey  do n o t like fru itcake 

can n o t help  b u t indulge in th e  Collin S tree t B akery  
O rig in a l D eluxe. T his Texas trea su re  o f a fru itcake  has 
been  g o bb led  u p  y e a r  a fte r y e a r  by celebrities and  com 
m on folk alike. T he m ost p o p u la r fru itcake in  th e  w orld , 
th e  O rig in a l D e luxe  w as even en joyed in o u te r  space by 
th e  A pollo a stro n au ts .

T his m uch-loved  C hristm as taste  trad itio n  w as b o rn  in 
1896 w hen  G erm an  m aste r chef, and  im m igran t Texan, 
A ugust W eidm ann  im proved  an  old G erm an  fru itcake 
recipe by  ad d in g  native Texas hard -shell pecans. O n e  
h u n d re d  C hristm ases later, o rd e rs  for W e id m an n ’s Collin 
S tree t B akery  O rig inal D e lu x e  p o u r in from  a ro u n d  the 
w orld .

1



A jolly snowman greets shoppers in Taos, New Mexico, as 
they prepare for their Southwestern Christmas holiday.



August Weidmann (with 
vest) stands outside his 
Collin Street Bakery in the 
small town of Corsicana, 
Texas, in 1910 (right). Today, 
the Collin Street bakers still 
create the Original Deluxe 
fruitcake, touted as the 
most popular cake of its 
kind in the world. Since the  shy  W eidm ann  an d  his business p a r tn e r  Tom 

M cE lw ee, a flam boyant Texas en trepreneur, opened  the  Collin 
S tree t B akery  in the  tiny  to w n  o f C orsicana, Texas, the  com pany 
has never m issed a  C hristm as. Still a sm all fam ily business, 
o p era ted  to d ay  b y  the  M c N u tt family, the  B ak ery  p roduces 
approx im ate ly  4 million po u n d s o f fru itcake p e r year, filling 
m ore th an  1.5 m illion o rders every  ho liday  season.

T he secret o f th e  fru itcak e’s success lies firs t in  its un ique 
recipe, featu ring  pecans as th e  largest single ingred ien t, equaling 
27 percen t, b y  w eight, o f each cake. O th e r  ingred ien ts include 
locally harvested , p u re  clover honey; p ineapp le an d  p ap ay a  from  
the  com p an y ’s ow n plan tations; w hite  raisins from  sou thern  
California; an d  cherries from  th e  M idw est an d  N orthw est.

Still, even a g reat-tasting  p ro d u c t needs to  be taste-tested . 
Tom M cE lw ee h ad  estab lished  a lu x u ry  ho tel above th e  original 
bakery . W h en  fam ous trave lers s topped  a t th e  hotel, M cE lw ee 
w o u ld  hide a  fru itcake in th e ir luggage. As soon as th ey  reached  
hom e, fo rm er guests w ere  w ritin g  back  fo r m ore. A  big  b reak  
cam e w h en  M cE lw ee s friend  J o h n  R ingling an d  his circus 
tro u p e  cam e th ro u g h  tow n. T he fru itcakes left in th e ir luggage 
trave led  the re s t o f the  to u r th ro u g h  the  U n ited  S tates an d  
E urope . O rd e rs  s ta rted  po u rin g  in from  everyw here, an d  the 
top-perfo rm ing  m ail-o rder business in  the  w o rld  w as born .



Pecans a p len ty

Mistletoe is native to 
the American Southwest. 
Most of the United States's 
Christmastime supply of 
this white-berried plant 
comes from this part of 
the country.

W h en  C hristm as cam e to  the  Southw est, indigenous 
A m erican  hard-shell pecans w ere  sca tte red  everyw here. The 
N ative  A m ericans w ho  first w a lked  these lands found  groves 
an d  groves o f m ajestic pecan  trees lining th e  river valleys of 
Texas an d  O klahom a. A long rivers such as the  G uadalupe in 
Texas (called the  “R iver o f N u ts"  in the  native language), the 
a re a ’s early  inhab itan ts  scooped up  pecans b y  the handfu ls 
an d  m ade these nu tritious nu ts  a  staple o f th e ir w in te r diet.

P ecans get th e ir  E nglish  nam e from  th e  A lgonquin  w o rd  
pakan, m eaning  “nu ts  so h a rd  th ey  req u ire  a  stone fo r c rack 
in g .” T hese ta s ty  nu ts  a re  w ell w o rth  the ex tra  effort. N ative 
peoples ate pecans w hole, p o u n d ed  th em  in to  meal, used  
pecan  oil fo r cooking, boiled  pecan  tree  sap to  m ake syrup, 
d rew  dyes from  th e  pecan  hull, even c rea ted  a  fish poison 
from  th e  pecan  husk, th en  b u rn e d  the  trees as firew ood.

T he state tree  of Texas, th e  native pecan  is a 
p ro u d  A m erican. P ecan  trees line m ost o f  the  
rivers in  O k lah o m a and  Texas. In  O klahom a, 
th ey  are  g ro w n  in 62 o f th e  s ta te ’s 77 counties.
Today, th e  state o f G eorg ia is th e  largest p ro 
d u ce r o f pecans in th e  w orld . Texas ran k s sec
ond, p ro d u c in g  60 million p o u n d s o f pecans.
N ew  M exico  follows w ith  a  30-m illion-pound 
crop, an d  O klahom a, w h ere  pecans a re  the 
n u m b er one fru it o r n u t crop, ran k s fo u rth  w ith  
a  20-m illion-pound crop. A rizona, a sm aller 
p roducer, is itself hom e to  th e  largest single 
pecan  farm , a  sp read  o f m ore th a n  6,000 acres.

S o u th w est native pecans a re  sold a t every  
g ro cery  sto re  in th e  co u n try  an d  all a ro u n d  
th e  w orld . B u t th e  b est-tas tin g  pecans a re  
sold a t co u n try  roadside  s tan d s in  Texas and  
O k lahom a. W h a t a  trea t: P ecans ca rried  hom e 
fresh  from  th e  trees  to  be shelled  an d  s tirred  
in to  a C hristm as p ie !

M istletoe country
M istle toe  g row s w ild, v e ry  w ild, across 

Texas, O klahom a, N ew  M exico, an d  A rizona.
Texas claim s to  p ro v id e  95 p e rcen t o f the  
m istletoe n eed ed  to  m eet th e  U n ited  S ta te ’s y e a rly  C hrist- 
m as-kiss req u irem en ts . O k lah o m a has d esig n ated  m istletoe 
as its official s ta te  floral em blem .



A Christmas tree made of 
poinsettia plants in full 
bloom stands majestic in 
the atrium of the state 
capitol building in Okla
homa City, Oklahoma.
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Still, y o u  w on  t  find  a  Society  o f M istle toe G ro w ers 
an y w h ere  dow n  here. In  fact, S o u th w este rn  landow ners 
spend  m ore tim e cho p p in g  dow n  m istletoe th a n  encourag ing  
it to  grow . M istle toe  is a  w eed  th a t a ttach es itse lf to  a  h o st tree, 
th en  su rv ives by  leeching  en e rg y  from  the  tree . O v e r time, 
m istletoe can  w eaken  o r even kill its host tree.

Yet to  see m istletoe p u re ly  as a  p est is to  overlook  n o t only 
the  p o w er o f a  kiss, b u t also m istletoe’s essential role in the  y e a r
ly food cycle for som e o f the  w o rld ’s m ost beau tifu l c reatu res.

A m erica’s m igrating  songb irds arrive  in A rizona, O klahom a, 
an d  Texas in  tim e for C hristm as. A nd  once here  th ey  find a  rich 
supp ly  o f plum p, n u tritious m istletoe berries. M istletoe provides 
b ird s  w ith  a reliable food source, w hile its b u shy  g reen ery  offers 
p ro tec tion  from  th e  elem ents. R e tu rn in g  the favor, b ird s ca rry  
tiny  m istletoe seeds on th e ir beaks from  tree  to  tree.

Bloom in ' poinsettias
Texas p layed  a  key  role in  m ak in g  the  p o in se ttia  p lan t a 

C hristm as trad itio n . D u rin g  the  C hristm as season in 1828,
D r. J o e l  R. P o insett, th e  firs t U .S . am b assad o r to  M exico, w as



Southwest traditions spread
B rig h t re d  d ried  chile p e p p e rs—hom e

g ro w n  S o u th w est d eco ra tio n s—are qu ick ly  b e 
com ing h o t ho liday  item s everyw here . W oven 
in to  w rea th s , h u n g  in  trad itio n a l chile rutrad, 
o r s tru n g  a ro u n d  the  tree  as electric chile 
lights, these  w ell-know n  sym bols o f the 
S o u th w est a re  find ing  th e ir  w ay  in to  hom es 
across th e  co u n try  a t C hristm as an d  all 
th ro u g h  th e  year.

A n d  an o th e r S o u th w est trad itio n , lumi- 
narias, has m ade its w ay  into C hristm ases in 
o th e r p a r ts  o f the  U n ited  S ta tes. F o r m any  
y ears, th e  b ro w n  p ap e r sacks w ith  candles 
inside gave a  soft, m agical g low  to  hom es, 
churches, a n d  w alkw ays only  in  th e  S ou thw est. N o w  
C hristm as shops across the  co u n try  stock 
lum inarias — plain  o r in C hristm as colors an d  som e w ith  
p u n ch ed -o u t designs. F o r safer decorations, th e re  a re  even 
strings o f electric lum inarias.

T he N eim an  M arcus Christmas Book
F irs t issued  in 1915 as a  C hristm as ca rd  inv iting  sh o p 

p ers  to  the  D allas s to re  for ho liday  shopping , th e  N eim an 
Marcud Chridtmad Book is eagerly  an tic ip a ted  each  y e a r  
b y  a  follow ing o f m ore th a n  3 m illion serious sho p p ers  an d  
w in d o w  sho p p ers  a ro u n d  the  w orld .

N e im an  M arcu s  sp rink les am ong its ca ta log  pages 
exclusive offers ol h is-an d -h ers airp lanes; real E gyp tian  
m um m y cases; and  a 14-karat go ld  tra in  set w ith  a  gold  
an d  d iam ond  engine hau ling  fou r carloads o f loose rubies, 
sapph ires, em eralds, an d  d iam onds.

Ristras of bright red 
dried chile peppers have 
become a traditional 
Christmas decoration in 
the American Southwest, 
and their charm is quickly 
spreading to other regions 
of the United States.

sou th  o f th e  b o rd e r  nego tia ting  to  b u y  the  te rr ito ry  o f Texas 
fo r th e  U n ited  S ta tes. P o insett, a  bo tan ist, w as en tran ced  
b y  th e  b rillian t red  leaves o f th e  p lan t the  A ztecs called 
cuitlaxochitz ("false flo w er”) an d  the  M ex icans called the 
"F low er o f the  H o ly  N igh t. ” T he d ip lom at b ro u g h t hom e 
cu ttings fo r his g reen h o u se  in S o u th  C aro lina  an d  sold 
cu ttings to  a n u rse ry  in  Philadelph ia .

Soon  the  b rillian t re d  p lan ts, ren am ed  in 
P o in se tt’s honor, w ere  in d em an d  a t C hristm as 
all across th e  country . Today Texas ran k s  in the  
top  10 p ro d u ce rs  o f po insettias.



Anything goes when it 
comes to Christmas 
decorations in the 
Southwest. As a case in 
point, these cacti have 
been decorated as the 
Three Wise Men.

A fter its in troduction  in 1915, the  catalog did  n o t ap p ear 
again  until 1926, an d  th en  it w as only 16 pages. B ut those  pages 
w ere  filled w ith  unusual, hum orous, an d  beautifu l g ifts—each 
one a N eim an M arcu s exclusive. A  trad ition  w as born.

In  the  1950’s, b ro th ers  S tan ley  an d  E dw ard  M arcu s k icked 
th e  unusual gift no tion into h igh  gear w ith  the  offering o f a  
B lack A ngus steer, on the  h o o f o r in  steaks, com plete w ith  a 
silver-plated o u tdoor cooker. T he public loved the idea, and  
th e  challenge w as set. T he nex t year, the  first '“H is an d  H e rs” 
gifts d e b u te d —a p a ir of B eechcraft airplanes. Since then , the 
Neinuin M arcus Christmas Book has never failed to  delight and 
surprise.

Indeed  the  trad em ark s o f C hristm as in the  A m erican S ou th 
w est are  so delightful th a t th ey  will continue to  influence the  
celebration  o f C hristm as everyw here for m any  y ea rs  to  come.



Southwest Crafts

W h a t  to  D o ’

PO IN SETTIA  PLA CEM A T
This placemat makes a colorful addition to I  j

any holiday table. &

4,1

3

U sing trac ing  pap er and  
pencil, trace  the large oval 
show n on pages 66-67.
The oval should  be 15 
inches w ide and  10 inches 
tall. Trace the tw o pom set- 
tia  leaves and  one of the 
circles show n on page 66.

C ut the  oval, leaves, 
and  circle shapes out 
o f the  trac ing  pap er 
to  m ake y o u r  patterns.

Place the  oval p a tte rn  
on the  green  felt. U sing 
a  felt-tip pen, trace 
a round  the shape.
Rem ove pa tte rn . C u t the 
oval shape out o f the felt.

* If you need help, ask 
an adult to lend a hand.

M aterials*
■  tracing paper
■  pencil
■  felt-tip pen
■  scissors
■  red and green felt,
/  yard of each

■  small piece of yellow felt
■  craft glue

* Makoc nnp nhrpmat



Trace these patterns 
for the large and 
small leaves. Trace 
one circle. ^

Trace this pattern 
for the oval.

{Place the large leaf pa tte rn  on 
the red felt. U sing the felt-tip 
pen, trace around  the shape. 
Rem ove pa tte rn . C ut the leaf 
shape out o f the felt. R epeat thiir 
step until you have 16 large 
leaves.

Place the small leaf pattern  on 
the red felt. U sing the  felt-tip 

pen, trace around  the shape. 
Rem ove pattern . C ut the leaf 
shape out of the felt. R epeat this 
step until you  have 6 small leaves.



pletely youCM

hoi dayate y o u r

To m ake the th ird  layer, a rrange 
the 6 small leaves a round  the 
cen te r o f the oval, overlapping 
to fit. O nce you have spaced out 
the leaves, app ly  craft glue to  the 
undersides and press dow n.

■flO To fin ish  y o u r  placem at, a rrange 
the h  yellow  circles in the  cen ter of 
the flow er and glue them  in place.

A llow v o u r p lacem at to  dry
■ 3 -------- i— >--be f - --------- tocom p

decor tabl

JL  Trace the circle p a tte rn  and cut it out 
o f the yellow  felt. Repeat this step 
until yo u  have 6 circles.

*¥ N ow  you  can s ta rt to assem ble y o u r 
placem at. First, place the green oval 
on a  flat surface. (W hen placing 
all shapes, be sure the side you 
traced  on is facing dow n so that 
the tracing  m arks will not be seen 
on the finished placem at.)

Q  A rrange 10 of the large red leaves in 
a  circle on the  green  oval. The tips of 
the  leaves should be e ither touching  
or overlapping  the edge of the oval.

The leaves can overlap each o ther 
to  fit a ro u n d  the oval.

Q  A fter the leaves have been placed, 
glue them  in position bv placing 
craft glue on the underside o f each 
leaf and  pressing  dow n.

A rrange the 6 rem aining large red  
leaves on top  of tjjife first layer. This 
layer should  be closer in to the cen
te r o f the  oval, again  overlapping 
each leaf to fit the  shape. O nce you 
have spaced  ou t the  leaves, apply 
craft glue to the undersides and  
press dow n.



Sponge Pa in tin g
These sponge stamps can be used to decorate 
cards, gift tags, or wrapping paper.

M aterials

■  tracing paper
■  pencil
■  felt-tip pen
■  scissors
■  package of sponges; 

each sponge should be 
no more than 'A -inch 
thick

■  objects to decorate, 
such as drawing paper, 
blank cards, clay pots, 
cardboard boxes

■  poster paints
■  shallow bowls
■  paper towels

W hat to Do*

U sing trac ing  p ap er and  a p en 
cil, trace the four shapes show n 
here. If  yo u  w ant, y o u  can also 
design y o u r ow n patterns. 
C arefully  cu t ou t the patterns.

^  Place one o f the p a tte rn s  on a 
sponge, and  trace a ro u n d  it w ith  
the  felt-tip pen. (I f  sponge is 
m uch larger th an  pa tte rn , trim  it 
a  little before tracing .)

J  C arefully  cu t out the shape.

If you need help, 
ask an adult to 
lend a hand.



D ip  one side of the sponge into the 
paint. Be sure the en tire  flat surface of 
the  sponge is covered.

Blot the  sponge on a  p ap er tow el once 
or tw ice to  rem ove any  excess paint.

^  P ress the sponge dow n on w hat 
y o u 're  decorating, and  lift it off 
carefully. R epeat th is step to 
m ake a pa tte rn , rew etting  the 
sponge in the pam t w hen  needed. 
(You can do this 3 o r A tim es 
before yo u  have to ad d  m ore 
pain t.) You m ight w an t to  practice 
a  few tim es on some scrap  p ap er 
to  get a  feel for how  h a rd  to  press.

(If  y o u  w an t to  use the same 
sponge p a tte rn  for m ore th an  one 
color, w ash  and  d ry  the sponge 
before using it for ano ther color.)

O  Allow y o u r sponge pain ting  to 
W  d ry  completely. D ry ing  tim es m ay 

differ, depending  on the  object. A 
clay po t will take  longer to d ry  
th an  paper.

4 P o u r a small am ount o f pa in t into a 
shallow  bowl. P ain t should  form  a th in  
layer on the bottom  of the bowl.

(You will need  a separate  bow l for 
each pain t color.)



'Cla y  Ornam ents
Hang these ornaments on your tree 
or wreath, or decorate gift 
packages with them.

M aterials

1 tracing paper
■ pencil
■ scissors
■ air-drying clay*
■ rolling pin or 

dowel rod
■ craft knife

■  househould objects 
such as a paintbrush, 
fork, paper clips

■  paints
■  drinking straw
■  ribbon

* available at arts and 
crafts stores

W hat to Do*

Trace the o rnam ents show n on 
pages 70 and  71 using tracing  
paper. C arefully  cut ou t the 
patte rn s. Ask an  adu lt for help 
if needed.

^  Role ou t a slab o f clay a  little 
la rger th an  y o u r  pa tte rn . C lay 
should be abou t 14-inch thick.

J  Place the p a tte rn  on the clay and 
carefully  cut around  the pa tte rn  
w ith  a  craft knife.

^  You can add tex tu re  to  y o u r 
o rnam ent by  using household 
item s to m ake indentations in the 
clay. F o r exam ple, you  can use a 
pencil po in t to d raw  an eye and a 
scarf for the coyote. O r  you  
could use the end o f a th in  paint 
b rush  to m ake the lines on the 
cactus. You m ight w an t to ex p er
im ent w ith o ther household  items 
like p aper clips o r the p rongs o f a 
fork to  add  different tex tures.

*lf you need help, ask an adult 
to lend a hand.



W hile the o rnam ent is still laying flat, 
m ake a  hole for a  ribbon hanger by 
poking a  d rink ing  straw  near the  top of 
the ornam ent. The clay should  come up 
in the straw  and leave a  clean hole.

5

Q  To finish the  ornam ent, 
w  m ake a ribbon hanger for 

it by  cu tting  a  12-inch 
piece o f ribbon. T hread  it 
th rough  the  hole in y o u r 
o rnam ent. Leaving a large 
loop, tie a  bow  a t the top. 
N ow  y o u r o rnam ent is 
ready  to hang.

Let the o rnam ent d ry  
tho rough ly  accord ing  to 
the d irections on the 
package.

To fu rth er decorate the 
ornam ent, pa in t it a fter it 
has dried.

6



A dobe Ca n d le  House
This farolito makes a lovely gift— 

for yourself or a friend!

W hat to Do

U sing trac ing  paper, trace  the 
p a tte rn  of the  flattened candle 
house on pages 72-73. Include 
the  door and  the w indow s in

M aterials*
■  paper
■  pencil
■  ruler
■  scissors
■  air-drying clay*
■  rolling pin or dowel 

rod
■  craft knife
■  decorating objects 

such as paper 
clip, paintbrush, 
toothpick

■  paints
■  votive candle in 

glass holder

*available at arts and 
crafts stores

'

° „ .. ¥;: <•, -a- ~~ ‘ '

■ r.

y o u r tracing.

Q  C u t the  w indow s and door out 
o f y o u r traced  pa tte rn .

^  Role ou t a slab o f clay to fit 
y o u r pa ttern . C lay should be 
abou t 14-inch thick.

Place the p a tte rn  on top  o f the 
clay slab. C ut the clay along the 
p a tte rn  edge. U sing the  edge ol a 
ru le r will help you  cut sm oother 
top  and  bottom  edges.

" J  D ecorate  y o u r house by add ing  
tex tured  designs to the clay.
You can use m any different 
kinds of objects to m ake 
designs, such as a pencil, ruler, 
paper clip, toothpick, or the 
end o f a pa in tb rush . ; y

* If you need help, ask an adult 
to lend a hand.

C ut out holes for the w indow s.

The door can be left attached, 
or yo u  can cu t dow n one side 
and  across the top so door 
will be partly  opened on the 
finished house.



H ave an adu lt insfirtvSYpI 
candle inside the adobe h 
and light it for you. (The 
candle should  be in a  glas 
holder.) D isplay on a tab! 
o r o th e r flat surface away 
from  curta ins and w net e 
cannot be knocked over.

Q  C arefully  lift the clay slab and 
** shape it into a circle. O verlap  the 

ends to close the circle, and press 
the ends together.

Q  Let the clay dry, following the 
d irections on the package.

You can use pa in t to fu rther 
decorate the house. .



Southwest Carols

Andante
Cr a d le  So ng
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Thou need'st not fear King Herod, 
He will bring no harm to you;
So rest in the arms of Your mother 
Who sings you a la ru.

A la ru, a la me,
A la ru, a la me,
A la ru, a la me,
A la ru, a la ru, a la me.
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From Mount Tabor came Saint Gabriel, 
Where he long had been abiding.
And to Bethlehem in Jewry 
He did go, the shepherds guiding.
And to Bethlehem in Jewry 
He did go, the shepherds guiding.

Come, oh shepherds, come rejoicing. 
Come and bring your hermit brother 
To adore the Holy Infant 
And to praise His sovereign Father.
To adore the Holy Infant
And to praise His sovereign Father.

Come, oh shepherds, come defying 
The anxiety which holds you,
To adore the Holy Infant,
Though the bitter cold enfolds you.
To adore the Holy Infant,
Though the bitter cold enfolds you.

And their royal gifts displaying.
Come the Kings unto the manger,
God their hearts will keep from danger 
Who are thus His laws obeying.
God their hearts will keep from danger 
Who are thus His laws obeying.



Southwest Recipes

Southwest Black Bean  Soup

12 oz. d ried  b lack  tu rtle  beans*

8 cups chicken o r vegetable stock 

2 tbsp. olive oil 

1 w hole onion, chopped 

1 cup chopped  celery

1 cup chopped  carro ts

2 cloves garlic, m inced

2 tsp. d ried  oregano 

1 tsp. d ried  thym e

1 bay  leaf

Vi tsp . cayenne p ep p er

3 tbsp . fresh lime juice

sprigs o f fresh cilantro  for 
garn ish  (optional)

R inse and  sort tu rtle  beans, d iscard ing  any  th a t are shriveled o r discolored. 
Place beans in a  large stockpot. C over w ith  w a ter and  soak overn ight in 
refrigerator. D ra in  beans an d  re tu rn  to  stockpot. A dd  chicken o r vegetable 
stock an d  heat to  boiling. M eanw hile, in large skillet, heat olive oil over 
m edium -high heat. A dd onion, carro t, celery, and  garlic, and  saute until 
vegetables are crisp-tender. A dd to  s tockpot along w ith  oregano, thym e, 
bay  leaf, and  cayenne pepper. R educe heat and  simmer, covered, for 3 to  4 
hours. T ransfer soup to b lender o r food processor, and  puree to  desired  
th ickness. J u s t  before serving, add  lime juice. G arn ish  w ith  fresh  cilantro 
(optional). A dd salt an d  p ep p er to  taste. M akes 8 servings.

* com m only  called b lack  beans

Ka t h r y n ' s Southwest Salsa

5 to  6 m edium  tom atoes, peeled

1 m edium  onion, coarsely chopped

2 cloves garlic, m inced 

1 tsp. olive oil

1 tsp. sugar

2 fresh  green  chiles, diced, or 
1 small can green  chiles, d ra ined

juice o f 1 lime

2 tbsp . fresh  cilantro, chopped

Place tom atoes in p o t o f boiling w a te r for approx im ately  30 seconds. 
Rem ove w ith  slo tted  spoon. W hen  slightly cool, rem ove skin. In  bow l of 
food processor, place tom atoes, onion, garlic, olive oil, sugar, g reen  chiles, 
lime juice, and  fresh  cilantro. Process w ith  on/off sw itch until m ix is 
coarsely  chopped. A dd salt an d  p ep p er to  taste. Serve w ith  to rtilla  chips 
as an appetizer, o r w ith  grilled poultry. M akes approx im ately  2 cups.



lOPAIPILLAS

4 cups a ll-purpose flour

1 tsp. bak ing  pow der 

/  tsp . salt

2 tsp. sugar

1 Vi tsp . corn  oil

V cup evaporated  milk, room  
tem peratu re

Vi cup lukew arm  w ater

oil for deep frying (canola or 
corn), to  a  dep th  o f 2 incbes

honey

Sift toge ther the  flour, baking  pow der, salt, and  sugar in a  large m ixing 
bowl. In  a  separate  small bow l, m ix toge ther corn  oil, milk, and  w arm  
w ater, an d  p o u r all a t once into the  d ry  ingredients. U sing y o u r  hands, 
w o rk  the  dough un til a  sticky ball forms.

L ightly  d u st a p astry  b o a rd  o r coun ter w ith  flour, an d  knead  the  dough 
for approxim ately  one m inute. (The dough will be soft b u t no t sticky.) 
C over dough w ith  a cloth an d  allow  to  res t fo r 15 m inutes. D ivide the 
dough in to  th ree  parts , an d  cover once again  an d  allow  to  rest for 
30 m inutes.

Roll ou t each ball o f dough on lightly  floured  surface to  14-inch thick. 
W ith  a  sharp  knife, cu t each circle o f dough into four w edges and  cover 
w ith  dam p cloth. D o  no t stack  w edges, as they  m ay stick together.

In  a  deep skillet or w ok, heat the  oil to  400°. (I f  the  oil sm okes before 
reach ing  the  desired  tem peratu re , it canno t be used  for th is recipe. Select 
a  d ifferent type o f oil. T ry to  use fresh, h igh-quality  oil.) G ently  d rop  
each dough w edge in to  oil. W hen  top  surface has fully puffed, tu rn  the 
sopaipilla over w ith  tongs, being extrem ely  cautious. C ook until light 
golden an d  rem ove w ith  tongs. D ra in  on p ap er tow els. R epeat w ith  
rem aining w edges. D ra in  sopaipillas on p ap er tow els an d  arrange  in a 
clo th-lined basket. Serve im m ediately w ith  honey. M akes 24 sopaipillas.

Calabacitas

2 tbsp . olive o r corn  oil 

1 m edium  onion, chopped  

1 clove garlic, m inced 

1 lb. m edium  zucchini, sliced 

1 12-oz. can corn, d ra ined

Vi cup chopped  green  chiles

Vi cup g ra ted  cheddar or 
M o n terey  J a c k  cheese

salt and  freshly  g round  
p ep p er to  taste

Saute onion, garlic, an d  zucchini in the  oil un til onion is translucen t. M ix  
in corn  and  green  chiles; cover an d  heat thoroughly . J u s t  before serving, 
m ix in cheese. A dd salt and  p ep p er to  taste. M akes 4 servings.



M argarita  Chicken

4 boneless, skinless chicken breasts 

Vi cup tequ ila  

Va cup olive oil 

/  cup fresh  lime juice 

% cup fresh orange juice

2 garlic cloves, m inced 

iA tsp . salt

V tsp . fresh ly  g round  p ep p er 

8 lime w edges for garn ish  (optional)

G ently  flatten  chicken breasts  w ith  the  palm  of y o u r  hand. In  a  large 
bowl, com bine tequila, olive oil, lime juice, orange juice, garlic, salt, and  
pepper. A dd  chicken breasts  and  m arinate  for up  to  2 hours a t room  
tem peratu re , or overn igh t in the  refrigerator. B ring to  room  tem peratu re  
before cooking.

P reh ea t b ro iler o r barbecue grill. D ra in  chicken an d  a rrange in shallow  
bak ing  pan, or place on grill. Cook 7 to  8 m inutes p e r side, or until done. 
A rrange chicken b reasts on p la tte r and  garn ish  w ith  lime w edges, if 
desired. M akes 4 servings.

Grilled M arin ated  Pork T enderloin

1 cup fresh ly  squeezed 
orange juice

6 tbsp . soy sauce

Va cup olive oil

2 tbsp . chopped  fresh 
rosem ary, or 2 tsp. 
crum bled  rosem ary

3 cloves garlic, m inced 

dash  o f Tabasco™  sauce 

freshly  g round  p ep p er 

2 12-oz. p o rk  tenderlo ins

Com bine first seven ingredients in a  m edium  bow l. A dd p o rk  
tenderlo ins and  m arinate  in re frigera to r overnight, o r a t room  
tem p eratu re  for one hour.

P reh ea t oven to 400°. D ra in  pork , reserv ing  m arinade. Place p o rk  on 
bak ing  sheet and  roast un til cooked th rough , abou t 30 m inutes. 
Conversely, p reh ea t barbecue grill an d  place p o rk  on grill. C ook until 
done, approx im ately  30 m inutes.

M eanw hile, b ring  m arinade to  a  boil in a  small saucepan. Slice p o rk  
tenderlo ins and  serve, passing  sauce separately. M akes 6 servings.



P in eapple  a n d  J icam a  Sa la d

1 fresh  p ineapple (approxim ately  
2 A pounds), peeled, cored, and  
cu t into chunks

1 large jicam a, peeled an d  cut 
in to  2-x-/4-inch m atchsticks

1 p o u n d  seedless red  o r green 
grapes, halved lengthw ise

% cup fresh  basil, finely chopped

A cup safflow er oil 

A cup fresh  lime juice 

1 tbsp . sugar 

Va tsp. salt

fresh ly  g round  p ep p er 

A  p o u n d  red  leaf lettuce

In  a  large bowl, toss toge ther the  pineapple, jicam a, grapes, an d  basil.
In  a  small bowl, w h isk  to g e th er the  oil, lime juice, sugar, salt, an d  pepper. 
P o u r h a lf the  dressing over the fru it and  toss well. R efrigerate  for up  to 
tw o hours.

In  a  large bowl, toss the  leaf lettuce w ith  the  rem aining dressing. A rrange 
the  lettuce leaves a ro u n d  the edges o f a  p la tte r and  m ound  the  p ineapple- 
jicam a salad in the center. M akes 6 to  8 servings.

T exas Pecan  P ie

A cup b u tte r o r m argarine 

% cup light b row n  sugar 

3 eggs, slightly beaten  

1 cup d a rk  K aro™  syrup  

tsp. salt

1 tsp. vanilla  ex tract

2 cups coarsely  chopped  
pecans

1 u n b ak ed  pie shell 

w h ipped  cream  (optional)

P reh ea t oven to  350°. In  a  large bow l, cream  toge ther the  b u tte r 
and  b row n  sugar un til fluffy. A dd  the  eggs an d  beat un til the  m ixture 
is sm ooth. M ix  in the syrup, salt, an d  vanilla ex tract. S p read  the 
chopped  pecans in the  bo ttom  of the  u n b aked  pie shell and  p o u r the 
egg m ixture over them . Bake the  pie a t 350° for 40 to  45 m inutes, o r 
un til a  knife inserted  in the  filling com es ou t clean. Cool on a  rack  for 
a t least one hour. C an be served w ith  w hipped  cream , if desired. 
M akes 6 to  8 servings.
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