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Aemopu cmammi CMUCIO OXAPAKMEPU3Y8aAnU CYYacHuti cmaHn npoginibHo2o Hasyawus 8 YKpaii,
OCHOBHI 3AKOHOMIDHOCIMI MA NOHAMMS, ICHYIOYI npodiemu, 3poouny aHaniz nonepeoHix O0CHiONCeHD
ma oOIpYHmMy6anu HeoOXIOHICMb BUBUEHMSI MA 3ANO3UYEHHS NO3UMUEHO20 00C8I0Yy eKOHOMIYHO
po3ssunenux xpain, maxux ax Cnonyuenux [lImamie Amepuxu. Y cmammi npoananizoeano oCHOGHI
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3000ymKu y cghepi npoghinbHo2o HasuanHA (cMEOpeHHA NpoQinié HABYAHHA, 8DAXYBAHHA HAXUNIE MA
iHmepecis yuHi8, cnpobu 0iazHOCMYBAHHA WKOIAPI6 3 MEeMOoi0 8UAG/IeHHs IXHIX 30iOHOCmell Ma HAXUIS,
NPUUHAMMSA KOHYenyiti npoQitbHO20 HABUAHHA MA [HWUX BAMNCTUBUX OCGIMHIX aKmie, 68edeHHs
sucnosku ma HMT mowo), docniodceno cninbne ma iominHe y npoinehitl ougepenyiayii HaguanHs 6
Yxpaini ma CLLA, euokpemneno nepcnekmughi HAnpamu 6NPOBAONCEHHS eNeMEHMI8 AMEPUKAHCLKO20
NPOPINbHO20 HABHUAHHA 8 HAYIOHANbHY OCBIMHIO cucmemy. 30Kpema, demopu 66adCaAONy 3a 0OYilbHe
nocunumu  IHOUBIOyanizayito HAGUAHHS, WIYKAMU WLIAXU PO36AHMAICEHHS VUHIE 6I0 Mamepiaiy,
BUBYEHHS SIKO2O0 € He 0008 SI3KOBUM, 80OCKOHANIOBAMU CUCMEMY OIlAeHOCMYBAHHA VYHIG, 30inbuumu
NCUXONO2IYHY 00NOMO2Yy Yy 6UOOpi NPOQIino HAGHUAHHS, 3MIYHIOBAMU MAMEPIANIbHO-MEXHIYHY 0a3y,
aKmueizyeamu CRienpayro WKOIU 3 OamvKamu YuHie, po3pooumu nopaou ma iHCmpykyii 011 6amvkie
WKONAPIB W000 MOo20, AK BOHU MONCYMb RIOMPUMYSAMU C80IX Oimell Y YbOMY BANCIUBOMY BUOODI
mowjo. Takodc y cmammi HA20N0ULYEMbCA NPO HEOOYITbHICMb BUKOPUCTNAHHA THO3eMHO20 00C8idy Oe3
Vpaxyeanus cneyuiky GimuusHAHOI cucmemu oceimu, icmopii il cmauosenenHs, MeHmaiimemy
HacenenHs mowo. Baocnuso, wo epexmugne uxopucmanus npoepecusHoco 00ceioy YCHiuHUX KpaiH,
3aNO3UYeHHST OCGIMHIX Npo2pam, 3acodie, mMemooié I (Popm HAGUAHHA MA eIeMEHMIE CUCMEeMU
npo@ineHol ougpepenyiayii HABUAHHS MOJNCIUGe TUME 30 YMOBU 30ePEeNCeH sl GiIMYUUSHAHOT CNaoWutu
ma 0ocseHenb;, MoOMo nepeoaua OCGimHIX cucmem NOBUHHA 8I06Y8amucs 3 yMogoio ix adanmayii 0o
cucmem Oepaicasu-peyunicnma.

Kniouosi cnosa: npoginene naguanms, ougepenyiayiss HABYAHHs, CMAPWA WKOIA, AMEPUKAHCHKULL
0C8IMHIL 00C8i0; KOHYenyisi NPOQIbHOZ0 HAGUAHHS, OOYLIbHICIb NPOPLILHOLO HABYAHHS, NEPCNEeKmUsU
8NPOBAOICEHHS, 8UDIP HABUATLHO20 NPOQIIO.

Scientists draw attention to the fact that there is a discrepancy between the modern
development of science and society and the content and forms of education, which prompts
the reform of the educational sphere in most countries and the search for the newest models of
modern secondary educational institutions. Educators and methodologists are developing new
teaching methods that would contribute to the growth of student activity in lessons and
encourage the discovery of independent initiative in acquiring theoretical and practical
knowledge. A student’s educational activity should contribute to his / her self-realization, the
development of natural gifts and interests, and even increase their number.

Educators all over the world have agreed that a person cannot be universal.
Encyclopaedic education and comprehensive knowledge are not relevant in our time; they do
not correspond to the pace of modern life. The rapid development of modern science, new
requirements for working conditions require narrow specialization and earlier identification
with a professional field. A person is obliged to start a meaningful life as early as possible,
make a choice, and take responsibility for the future. Thanks to differentiated learning, a
person can make a conscious choice of the future professional path, start an independent life
earlier and become realized [2].

Unfortunately, despite the reforms in Ukraine, specialized training and the process of
preparation for the future profession are still not perceived responsibly enough. It often
happens that after finishing school, the choice of further educational institution (school,
college or institution of higher education) is made without considering, in the last year of
schooling or immediately after graduation. Sometimes it is simply difficult for students to
figure out for themselves what they are inclined towards and what profession they can call
their vocation. There are not rare cases when school graduates enter a certain educational
institution at the request of their parents, while the inclinations, aptitudes and opinions of the
entrants themselves are not taken into account.

A lot of work needs to be done to solve this problem: form a clear system of pre-
professional and specialized education, involve parents in cooperation, regularly conduct
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tests, surveys and apply various effective methods in order to help the student make the right,
timely choice. It is important to study and implement the experience of other countries with
successful education systems.

Thus, the exchange of experience is becoming a characteristic feature of the modern
scientific and informational world; it is expedient to borrow the most progressive ideas that
will lead to an improvement in the level of education and the material well-being of countries.
This is evidenced by the fact that many countries support the concept, according to which,
using the experience of positive education reform in individual countries, it is possible to
create a standard model of the education and upbringing system, selecting only positive and
progressive elements [4, p. 38].

Ukraine has recognized the need to use the positive experience of successful countries
and is aware of the need to reform the education system and adapt it to the conditions of the
21st century. The problem of organizing specialized training of students in high school is
important, and the United States of America has a positive experience of the functioning of
the system of specialized differentiation of training of high school students, where this system
is successful and time-tested.

Our state does not have enough experience in this area, high school has been
functioning as a profile (specialized) school only since 2003, when the Conception of
specialized training in high school was adopted, which is why special attention should be paid
to the study of the history of the development and formation of profile (specialized) training
in the USA, the educational system of which is one of the best. After all, the education system
of a particular state, the process of its formation and character influence the development of
socio-economic, political, national and cultural-historical features.

Ukraine and the USA have certain common features and separate trends in the process
of profiling and differentiating the learning of high school students, even despite the
uniqueness and specificity of this process in these countries, the different levels of its
development and the fact that the United States of America has much more experience in the
successful functioning of the system of differentiated learning of high school students.

In important modern educational documents, which are the Conception of profile
(specialized)training in high school, approved in 2003, 2009, 2013 and 2021, it is noted that
Ukraine is interested in and takes into account the peculiarities of the construction of the
educational systems of the United States. However, Ukrainian educators and scientists only
partially use the elements of foreign educational experience, the prospects for the
implementation of such experience in Ukraine have not been fully studied, and especially the
current state of differentiated learning in the USA, so there is a need for further research.

Respective Ukrainian researchers were engaged in the study of the problem of profile
differentiated learning, among them H. Avchinnikova, O. Karpyuk, O. Kobernyk,
V. Kutsenko, L. Lypova, O. Lokshyna, V. Malyshev, V. Morgun, M. Shutova et al. (problems
of specialized education, analysis of its goals, perspectives, options and contradictions, its
prospects; the role of specialized education in the process of transforming ‘“school-training”
into “school-life”; methods of long-term and tested clarification of the inclinations and
aptitudes of each student, who chooses a profile or profession).

In particular, in her monograph, H. Avchinnikova characterizes the formation and
current state of specialized education in the American high school, suggests ways of
borrowing progressive experience into the domestic educational system [1].
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O. Kobernyk, N. Bezlyudna, and V. Boychenko in the textbook “Pedagogy of a
profiled (specialized) school” analyze the current state of specialized education in UKkraine
and study the possibilities of using the positive American experience [3].

O. Lokshyna devoted a number of her works to the study of the current state of
differentiated learning of American high school students and has certain valuable
achievements that are worthy of attention [4].

The profiling of learning was also studied by N. Beskova, M. Bosenko, M. Burda,
T. Hilberg, P. Dziavoruk, S. Dyatlenko, B. Zhebrovskyi, R. Zubyak, O. Yeresko, A. llyenko,
I. Kozina, H.Lomakovska, V. Lugovii, V.Meleshko, O.Rudyakov, H. Stashenko,
O. Topuzov, O. Udod, L. Shestakivskyi, and others. The interest of teachers and scientists
indicates the relevance and importance of the problem. Therefore, we believe that the
Ukrainian general secondary education system as a whole and the system of profile
differentiated learning require rethinking and new evaluations of the experience of the
American school organization and the use of positive aspects in domestic practice, avoiding
shortcomings and miscalculations. That is why it is necessary to continue the study and ways
of realizing new possibilities of borrowing the American progressive experience.

Conception development is only the first step towards a specialized (profiled) school.
The following are next in line: the development of relevant regulatory documents, standard
curricula, programs, textbooks, and most importantly, the preparation of school leaders for its
implementation and teachers for teaching subjects at the professional level. All this is of
primary importance at the current stage, Ukraine must prepare for a real transition to a
profiled (specialized) school, and the foreign experience of introducing profile differentiated
learning in senior classes will be extremely useful. Therefore, in our study, we aim to find out
the prospects of implementing the American experience of differentiated learning in the
Ukrainian educational system.

First, let-s briefly consider the main achievements that Ukraine has in the field of
differentiated learning of high school students. Significant achievements in the process of
optimizing the education of high school students are the creation of profiled (specialized)
classes in schools in grades 9-11 (12) and the teaching of certain subjects at the specialized
level, the approval of the standard of general education, the introduction of a single state
exam — ZNO (independent external evaluation), the development of a two-level ZNO to be
taken by students at the end of the 11 (12)th grade: the “standard” level and the “advanced”
level. Also, since war in Ukraine, politics and educators have worked hard to provide quality
of education and not to lose the obtained results NMT (independent external evaluation for 3
subjects in 1 exam) has been introduced in 2022 and 2023 years.

The modern national model of a comprehensive school with profiled (specialized)
training at the senior level provides for the possibility of various combinations of educational
subjects, which provides a fairly flexible system of differentiated learning (although it has
certain disadvantages). This system includes 3 types of educational subjects — basic general
education, specialized and elective. Basic general education subjects are mandatory for all
students in all study profiles.

The conceptions of differentiated learning in high school, adopted in 2013 and 2019,
are of particular importance for the development of national general education, elements of
the developed countries’ experience have been studied, adapted to our traditions and realities,
and the proposals of leading educators were taken into account [3].
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Next significant achievements have been made: flexibility both in the organization of
profile training and in the possibilities of changing it, training according to the child’s wishes
in two profiles at once; significant expansion of school autonomy; the opportunity to receive a
state-style document on the acquisition of a profession together with the certificate; taking
into account the principles of inclusive education; increasing the role of psychological support
of pre-professional training and professional training.

An important feature of the new Conception is the introduction of the optional course
“Professional tests”. It will enable high school students not only to theoretically master the
chosen profile, but also to “touch” in practice specific professions related to this profile (this
course has been in effect in US schools for a long time. Therefore, graduates will more
consciously choose their future profession. A plus is that even in the absence of students to
form a class; profile (specialized) training can be implemented according to individual plans.
In addition, the principle of flexibility makes it possible to change the training profile. The
Conception, on the one hand, contains a rigidly fixed list of mandatory disciplines, and on the
other hand, it allows you to choose educational subjects from the proposed list. That is, the
ratio of invariant and variable components is optimized in favour of the latter. It is especially
worth noting such forms as dynamic profile groups, profile training according to individual
educational plans, interschool profile groups, educational district, and socio-pedagogical
association. These are exactly the models that will make it possible to ensure the effectiveness
of specialized training in rural areas, where classes are mostly small, etc. Thus, the new
Conception (2020), like the previous two, took into account the peculiarities of the rural
school. However, the new Conception presents the process of interaction of different types
of educational institutions, which are considered at the inter-school and network levels,
more broadly.

Fundamental changes in Ukrainian system of education should begin in 2027, when
the start of a radically updated secondary education is planned. The reform of profiled
(specialized) training is one of the components of the formation of the New Ukrainian School.

The Conception of profiled (specialized) training provides for certain conditions that
will ensure the transition to specialized training in general educational institutions. After
successfully completing the 9th grade, a high school student can choose an academic or
professional direction for further study, which is provided by the specialized school.

Under the academic direction, 10th grade students will have the opportunity to change
their educational profile during the year, and high school students are also provided with wide
autonomy in choosing academic subjects and subject difficulty levels.

In the document “On the approval of the Strategy for the development of higher
education in Ukraine for 2022-2032”, the Minister of Education and Science S. Shkarlet
noted that despite the war and the difficult situation in Ukraine, the main task is to continue
the educational process and reform the education system in accordance with new challenges.
This strategic document, focused on Ukraine’s accession to the European Union, defines the
main priorities of education at the current stage of the development of society and the
country’s economy, as well as the main characteristics that will be formed by 2032.

We believe that studying the successful experience of the transition from a high school
to a specialized school will provide an opportunity to reach the level of the developed
countries, and even become leaders in some aspects. Next, we offer to analyse the aspects that
should be taken into account and in the future could be borrowed from American colleagues.
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An important role is played by the American National Council on Skills Standards for
implementing an evaluation procedure for 15 sectors of the economy. Professional training of
teachers is controlled by professional associations that effectively cooperate with consulting
firms, charitable foundations, and non-profit organizations. They form a database of
educational programs and, determining the degree of compliance of these programs with
production requirements, carry out their accreditation [3].

Funding of the system of differentiated learning of schoolchildren should be reviewed
in Ukraine. Having considered and compared the costs of education, we conclude that the
USA invests more money in the education system than other developed European countries.
B. Obama noted that “...saving on the quality of education is like throwing an engine out of a
falling plane. It will be easier for a moment, but the fall is inevitable”. Investments in
education will definitely pay off and raise the country’s economy to a higher level.

It is necessary to intensify the cooperation of teachers and school administration with
parents of students. It is worth paying attention to how deeply in the USA the school
cooperates with the students’ families, parents are constantly involved in the educational and
extracurricular activities of their children. In Ukraine, unfortunately, very often the
cooperation of parents with the school is limited to attending parent meetings or solving
organizational issues. Americans already have extremely valuable developed plans and
guidelines for what exactly parents should do; how they can best support their children and
help them make the right career choices. One such plan for parents is by the American school
Cape Central High School. It contains detailed information on what tests and assessments are
taken in high school, what needs to be done for a child to successfully pass them, as well as
recommendations on how to prepare for choosing a further educational institution. This is
extremely important because every step is clear and increases the possibility that students,
together with their parents, will make one of the most important choices in life.

Paying attention to non-standard forms of training organization when implementing
training profiling will help make it more effective. The implementation in senior classes of
the principles of profile differentiation of education with personal orientation of education,
when the student is at the centre of the educational process, requires the use of the latest
technologies, changes in forms and methods of education: multimedia educational projects of
creative and informational directions; use of thematic TV programs; use of television and
computer didactic games in lessons, etc. [4].

Americans believe that teaching methods are one of the main structural components of
the educational process. Bringing the activities of schoolchildren to the forefront due to the
introduction of the principles of professional differentiation of learning has changed the role
of teaching methods in US schools. The teacher’s story-explanation occupies a rather
insignificant place in the educational process. The basis of the methodology in American
secondary educational institutions is a conversation with the condition that all participants are
equal, have the ability to listen patiently, treat each other with respect, and take into account
each other’s opinions. Next to the conversation, the method of questions and answers is used.
American teachers use this method widely, because it helps them to find out what is unclear
or difficult for teenagers. And while the American school testing system has been heavily
criticized, it continues to be used in all subjects.

It is positive that American high school students use different ways of finding and
learning educational material: they use dictionaries, reference books, various periodicals,
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other sources of libraries and scientific centres and Internet resources, visit institutions,
organizations, enterprises, conduct conversations with specialists.

Comparing the selection of forms and methods for the optimal organization of the
system of profile differentiated learning in Ukraine and the USA, we can conclude that our
domestic teachers are in no hurry to change the usual traditional approaches in this matter. If
American high school students are offered to find material by their own efforts, prepare a
project, talk with specialists, visit organizations, asking and solving various questions, then
Ukrainians are commonly offered a lecture — passive perception of the material by ear, at
desks, when the teacher stands in the middle of the class, the method of questions and answers
with this is not common. Although there is already a noticeable trend towards diversifying the
educational process in Ukrainian high schools. The project method begins to gain popularity,
work in small groups and other new forms and methods are slowly being used, teachers are
encouraged to conduct non-standard lessons, because then high school students perceive and
assimilate the educational material much better, and traditional passive forms of organization
of education, which are better cater to a teacher-centred rather than student-centred type
of learning.

The American system of specialized education is aimed at revealing and fully
developing the potential of each student, who will be able to fully realize himself / herself in
the chosen field and achieve high results. The success of each teenager contributes to the
success of the entire American nation. Therefore, Ukraine should also pay attention to
improving the qualifications of teachers, acquaint them with the latest forms and methods of
teaching that are focused on schoolchildren and their interests, encourage the use of these
forms and methods, and activate the exchange of pedagogical experience.

Improving the quality of material and technical support will contribute to the
optimization of the profile differentiated learning. A big plus is that in the USA, young people
go to high school well-versed with computers and computer technology since childhood, so
high school students have free access to modern computers and the Internet. In the
educational process, the computer is used to search for information, perform or check
homework, test tasks, write works, or for self-testing. In the USA, the computer is not only a
means of learning; it acquires the functions of an organizer of the educational process.

Video and television are also actively used in American classrooms. An important
point is to acquaint high school students with the political situation in their native country and
in the world, so schoolchildren watch the news for half an hour in the classroom and analyse
various political events at once, sometimes they arrange debates, conversations or use the
question and answer method. Politics is not an easy thing, young people often become
puppets in the political game, that is why it is so important in high school that students can
already evaluate this or that political situation. After watching various educational video
materials (documentary or feature films, videos about people, nature, art), a discussion takes
place. Educational videos in the classroom help teachers and make their work easier. And
television studios (which exist in many high schools) provide ample opportunities for
mastering the profession of a reporter, announcer, cameraman, and are a model of modern
education. In some schools of Ukraine, they try to introduce the discussion of political
information after getting acquainted with political events before the lessons, but often this
type of activity is not given enough attention.

The high level of equipping classrooms and schools in general with modern technical
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means is of great importance in the implementation of the principles of profile differentiated
learning of US high school students. Classrooms should meet their needs and help the teacher
in his/ her work. Every classroom in Ukraine should also have the necessary technical
equipment and a variety of video materials from all disciplines, which will contribute to a
better perception and assimilation of the educational material and help the teacher in
organizing the starting time.

There are many cases of positive experience of borrowing education systems in
general, reforms or individual educational elements from one state to another (the USA at the
beginning of its formation also actively borrowed and used the pedagogical experience of
other countries). However, the transfer of foreign experience is not always successful;
therefore the primary task is the study, research and analysis of historical, social, economic,
geographical and other conditions. We should not forget that the education system of each
country is a unique model, and therefore the mechanical borrowing of foreign experience is
unpromising and even harmful for other countries [1-4].

The national program “Education — Ukraine of the 21st century” also states that the
specifics of national education when using the pedagogical experience of other countries
should remain in the first place. That is why it is important to achieve an agreement between
the preservation of Ukrainian heritage and achievements and the effective use of the
progressive experience of successful countries, the borrowing of educational programs,
means, methods, forms of education and elements of the system of profile differentiation of
education. If necessary, the transfer of educational systems should also take place with the
condition of adapting them to the systems of the recipient state.

Profile differentiated learning involves individualization of education and adaptation
of students to market and social requirements. During the educational activities of high school
students, attention is paid to their interests, wishes, abilities and inclinations, conditions are
created for the harmonious full-fledged development of schoolchildren, which corresponds to
their cognitive and professional intentions. Differentiated learning does not involve
preparation for one or another specialty or profession, but only preparation for activities in
which it is possible to apply knowledge of the subject area.

The study of the works on the mentioned topic helps to find out that the advantage of
the profile differentiated learning in the USA is the focus on individuality, and not on the
mass, which benefits not only the student, but also the team. Profile differentiated learning
enables students to make their own choices already at school, assess their own capabilities,
learn to make decisions and plan their education and professional career.

Differentiating the education of high school students creates positive psychological
conditions, ensures greater interest and engagement of students during class time. In Ukraine,
the system of differentiation must be brought to a qualitatively new level by introducing
different forms of education and taking into account modern methodological systems and
learning technologies. It is necessary to look for effective ways of introducing specialized
differentiated education, to determine the principles of selecting high school students in
differentiated classes, and to plan a system of interest of high school students in choosing
appropriate profiles.

Therefore, the analysis of the system of profile differentiated learning of high school
students in the United States provides grounds for identifying promising directions for the
introduction of elements of the American experience into the national educational system. So
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in our article we define main prospects of implementing the American experience of
differentiated learning in the Ukrainian educational system:

more effective implementation of pre-professional training in high school;
conducting a thorough diagnosis of high school students in order to determine
their interests, inclinations and preferences for choosing a study profile in senior
classes;

optimizing the school’s cooperation with students’ parents, providing information
on how exactly they can support their child in choosing a direction of study and a
further educational institution;

creating a “guidance” service in schools (that will deal with issues of the field of
study choice, additional courses and electives, will help schoolchildren and their
parents to make the right choice of further educational institution and solve other
organizational and educational issues) etc.

We believe that it would be appropriate to study the current state of the profile
differentiated learning of US high school students, to be interested in the latest achievements
and goals of American students, in order to gain awareness of global educational trends and
analyze the feasibility of introducing such experience into the Ukrainian educational system.
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