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TEACHING FOREIGN LANGUAGE TO CHILDREN
WITH SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

The priority of the New Ukrainian School is to ensure equal rights for
quality education for all children, including children with special educational
needs, who have mental or physical disabilities and who require special or
additional conditions of education and upbringing. Therefore, inclusive
education as a means of integrating such children into society and providing
opportunities to learn together with peers is of great relevance. The Concept of
the New Ukrainian School states: «The state creates conditions for ensuring the
rights and opportunities of people with special educational needs to obtain their
education at all levels, taking into account their individual needs, capabilities,
abilities and interests» [4].

In terms of inclusive education, there is a question about studying foreign
languages, which is necessary for the society of the XXI century. Knowledge of
a foreign language enriches the spiritual world, extends the horizons, enhances
the efficiency of intellectual work. A person who speaks several foreign
languages receives a high social status, which allows it to be competitive in the
labour exchange. In the modern world the knowledge of foreign languages is no
longer seen as unique, but is a necessity.

At the present time, in legislation and the priorities of education certain
changes that require adaptation of training programs and their content in
accordance with the necessities of children with special needs are made, because
learning a foreign language is an important and compulsory for all children
regardless of their health status and initial abilities. Due to speech activity a
child is developing and learning more about the world and himself.

Scientists say that learning a foreign language has a positive impact on the
development of a child with special educational needs developing mental
function such as: attention, thinking, perception, imagination, and also provides
his social and personal needs. This activity helps the child to learn more about the
world and to join the universal culture by communicating a new language [2].

Analysis of scientific studies shows that various aspects of inclusive
learning of a foreign language are described mostly by foreign scientists. This is
because the inclusive form of teaching children with special educational needs is
well developed in many countries of the world, particularly in Canada, UK,
USA, Denmark, Italy, Belgium, Sweden and functions there since the end of
twentieth century. At the same time, in Ukraine there is lack of research devoted
to the peculiarities of inclusive learning of a foreign language.

Learning of a foreign language with children with features of
psychophysical development in the modern pedagogical science is causing a lot
of controversy and complaints. Meanwhile, the teaching practice shows that a
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foreign language like a native, by definition of I. Zymna, needs to provide
social, intellectual and personal needs of the person [2].

Learning a foreign language with children with special educational needs
requires teachers to consider mental and physical disorders of students and
adaptation of the educational process on the basis of the principles of
individualization and differentiation. The principle of differentiation at the
lesson of a foreign language involves the differentiation of the content of the
task and its formulation, the differentiation of implementation and methods of
control. A differentiated approach to the presentation of the problem manifests
itself in different ways of presentation (oral, written, visual, combined), the use
of additional visual supports (text or illustration), paralinguistic means (facial
expressions, gestures), verbal supports (additional explanations, reminders of the
algorithm execution etc.). Differentiation of the way of the pupil’s task occurs
through the variation of complexity of the task, for example, some pupils write
an essay about their family, the others write an essay with a plan, others answer
questions about their family or fill in the gaps in the following text information
about family, some depict their family tree or drawing portraits of family
members, giving minimal information about them. Testing and evaluation of the
task are differentiated, too: a pupil can give complete detailed sentences or give
one-word responses, demonstrate understanding of listened information by
taking tests like multiply choice, choosing the correct picture or making a series
of images in the correct order; drawing up mind maps, recording audio, using
demonstration cards, etc. Pupils with special educational needs can take an extra
time for taking tests [1, p. 648]. The individualization of educational process of
a foreign language in the conditions of inclusive education requires knowledge
of pupil’s mental and physical disorders, understanding of the differences in
learning and behavior of children who belong to a certain category, awareness of
their peculiarities and adaptation of teaching methods.

These assumptions confirm the definition of L. Vygotskyi on the
education of children with defined anomalies: «If the environment does not
create the appropriate tasks, does not impose new requirements and does not
encourage using the new objectives, the child’s development of intelligence
does not develop all its possibilities, does not reach them or reach with a certain
delay» [3, p. 134].

Learning a foreign language at the early stages of learning will affect the
development of the child’s psyche and the enrichment of his intellect, which is
determined by the activation of basic cognitive processes — attention, memory,
thinking. Consequently, the acquisition of language by means of foreign
language will promote intellectual development, since this process is
inextricably linked with the development of cognitive functions. In addition,
learning a foreign language promotes the integration of the child in social life,
helps him enjoy all the opportunities offered by the society, forms a moral
attitude to the world and himself.
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Therefore, in the conditions of inclusive education a foreign language
teacher needs to have special professional skills for teaching children with
special educational needs to ensure their maximum social, cognitive, speech and
emotional development. The prospect of further research in the direction of the
given problem is the study of teaching experience concerning teaching foreign
language pupils with other disorders of psychophysical development.

References

1. Kamunin 1. M., Tyunna H. B. BrnpoBajkeHHS TPHUHLMIIB 1HKIFO3UBHOT
OCBITM B TMpOLIEC HAaBUaHHS aHrIicbkoi MoBM B mikoii // Ilemarorika
3nopoB’s : 30. Hayk. mnp. VI Bceykp. nHayk.-mpakt. koHd. / XHITY
M. I'. C. CxoBopoau ; 3a 3ar. pen. akan. l. ®@. [Ipoxonenka. XapkiB :
XHITY, 2016. C. 647-652.

2.  MenekecneBa Haranis HapuanHs 1H03eMHOT MOBH MOJIOAIIMX IITKOJISPIB 13
ocoommBumMu ocBiTHIMU moTpebamu. URL : http://pedosv.kpnu.edu.ua/
article/viewFile/169119/168882

3.  Muponoga C. Il. [legarorika iHKIFO3UBHOI OCBITH : HaBYAIbHO-METOIUIHHMA
nocioauk. Kam’suenp-1loauiseekuii : Kam’suens-11oaiibCpkuii HarioHaILHUH
yHiBepcuTeT iMeH1 IBana Orienka, 2016. 164 c.

4. Hoga ykpaincbka mikona. KoHmenryanbsHi 3acagyd peopMyBaHHS CepeaHbOT
mkonmu / MiHictepcTtBo ocBiTH 1 Hayku Ykpainu. URL : https://www.
kmu.gov.ua/storage/app/media/reforms/ukrainska-shkola-compressed.pdf.

Oxcana Konopamoea

OCOBJIMBOCTI EMOIIUHO-IIIHHICHOT'O CTABJIEHHSI
MOJIOAIINX HIKOJAPIB 10 TIPUPOAU

XapakTepHOI0 PHUCOI CYYaCHOTO €Tamy CYCHUJIBHOTO PO3BUTKY €
MOCWJICHHSI €KCIaHcli J1toacTBa B O1ocdepl. 3pOoCTaHHS aHTPONOTEHHOTO TUCKY
Ha MPUPOJY BUKIMKAE CEPHO3HI MOPYIIEHHS Y (DYHKI[IOHYBAHHS €KOCUCTEM, IO
B CBOIO UEPr'y HEraTHBHO MMO3HAYAETHCSA HA yMOBAaX XKUTTSA caMux Jitojaen. Crae
pPEANBbHICTIO 3arpo3a PO3BUTKY CY4YacHOI €KOJIOTIYHOI CHUTyaIlli 3a KPU30BHUM
CleHapieM. Y IIMX yMOBaX CTa€ OYEBHJHOK HEOOXIJTHICTh BIAMOBU BiJl
arpeCMBHO-CIOKUBAIILKOTO CTABJICHHS JI0 TPHUPOAM, TMEPEeryisay NaHIBHUX
MIOTJISIZIIB HA TIPUPOJTY, MICIIEC JIFOJIMHUA Y CBIiTi, BUPOOJICHHSI HOBHX, €KOJIOT1YHO
aJIcKBaTHUX O KATTEBUX I[IHHOCTEHM Ta 17€aiB, BHXOBAHHSA IOKOJIHHSA
BUCOKOMOPAQJIBHUX 1 OCBIUYGHUX JIIOJICH, 37aTHUX BUPINIyBaTH CKJIAJHI
po0IeMU B3a€EMOBITHOCHH JIFOAMHU 3 HABKOJHUIITHIM CEPEIOBHUIIIEM.

TpuBanuii yac eKoJOriYHe BUXOBAHHS 3BOAWIIOCS JIO MPUPOJOOXOPOHHOL
ocBiTH yuHiB. OJIHaK, MOCTYNOBO B CEPEIOBUII TMEAAroriyHOi IPOMaChKOCTI
CTAJIO CKJIAJaTHCS PO3YMIHHS HEOOXIAHOCTI KOMIUIEKCHOTO MIAXOAy MO
BU3HAYCHHS YMOB IIUIECIIPSIMOBAHOTO BHUXOBAHHS KYJBTYPH CTaBJICHHS
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